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THAMESHEAD BENEFICE 
For those with access to the internet the following links will take you to 
our website pages:  

The calendar: http://thamesheadchurches.org.uk/calendar/  

An outline of all our Sunday services: 

 http://www.thamesheadchurches.org.uk/services/  

RECTOR 

Rev Trevor Kemp  770550 

Coates Rectory,  rector@thamesheadchurches.org.uk 

Coates GL7 6NR 

READERS 

Liz Collins  770698 

COATES 
Church Warden: Nigel Pollock 

Secretary PCC Alison Pollock  

Treasurer PCC Dickie Randall 771300  

SAPPERTON WITH FRAMPTON MANSELL 
Rev Pepita Walker  760211 

Church Warden: Elizabeth Twinch 762897 

St Kenelm’s Mark Hamer 760715 

Rotas Kate Gordon-Lennox 760651 

Secretary PCC  

Treasurer PCC Charles Houldsworth 760300 

Flowers - Frampton Mansell Pat Hatcher
 760330 

RODMARTON AND TARLTON (Chapel of Ease) 
Church Wardens 

Rodmarton  Simon Biddulph 841462 
 Susie Esmond Rees 07528 820652 

Tarlton Jasper Biddulph 770230 

Flower Team Leader Alex Bransby 07981 793251 

Secretary PCC Jane Marlowe 770401 

Treasurer PCC  Simon Biddulph 841462 

http://thamesheadchurches.org.uk/calendar/
http://www.thamesheadchurches.org.uk/services/
mailto:rector@thamesheadchurches.org.uk%3cmailto:rector@thamesheadchurches.org.uk
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VIEW FROM THE RECTORY 

Dear Friends 

I can’t really call this a View from the Rectory as that is not where I 
am! This is View across the Golden Valley. Autumn is coming now, 
there are signs of leaves turning golden and it won’t be long before my 
view really is of a Golden Valley. As I gaze from the window, I 
remember how the view changes as the year progresses; from bare 
branches to the first signs of green buds which open to fresh green 
leaves and within next to no time they start to go yellow and red and 
autumn is here again. Memories of creation and the glories of nature 
are wonderful!                                                                                                               
November is a month for memories. As it starts we think of All Saints 
and All Souls remembering those we have known and loved and 
rejoicing in our memories of them.                                                                                           
Children would be sad if we did not remember 5 November and Guy 
Fawkes with the excitement of bonfires and fireworks.                                                                        
And soon after that is Armistice and Remembrance Day and we give 
thanks as we think of the many who served in the two World Wars, 
many of whom gave their lives that we could live in freedom, and once 
again hear the words; ‘When you go home tell them of us and say for 
your tomorrow we gave our today’..                                                                                                             
These memories may make you feel sad but remembrance can be an 
occasion to celebrate the lives of all those who we see no more but 
look forward to meeting again in the future.                                                                                 
At our services we can also say thank you as we remember all those 
currently on active service and everyone now working in hospitals or 
providing care for others in every walk of life.                                                                             
Jesus said to his friends ‘Do this in remembrance of me.’ He was 
talking about the breaking and sharing bread and drinking the cup. 
Many of us enjoy doing this when we come to communion, I wonder 
how much thought we give to what Jesus went through for us. He 
didn’t have an easy life. Born in a stable, hurried off to Egypt to 
escape Herod’s orders to kill baby boys under two years old. Working 
hard with his Father. Travelling widely, telling those he met of the love 
of God. Upsetting the authorities. So much, that they plotted to have 
him killed; what a life for his friends and all of us to remember.                                                           
November - a month to give thanks, to celebrate, to rejoice and to 
remember. 

With love and blessings. 

Pepita 

For the calendar: www.thamesheadchurches.org.uk/calendar/  

For an outline of all our Sunday services: 
www.thamesheadchurches.org.uk/services/ 

http://thamesheadchurches.org.uk/calendar/
http://www.thamesheadchurches.org.uk/services/
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SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 
There will be a Service of Remembrance at Coates War Memorial at 
10.50am on Sunday 14 November.  All welcome.  

QUIET DAY PREPARING FOR ADVENT 

Saturday 20 November 

Sapperton Village Hall 

10am – 3pm 

 

Step away from the busyness and take time 
to reflect on the reason for the season.  

Bring own packed lunch, drinks provided. 

Suggested cost: £10 to include hire of hall 
and creative materials. 

Please secure your place by 12 Nov 

Contact: Aileen 07807 199602 or Pam 07794 
716484 

 Open to all in the Thameshead Benefice & 
Friends. 
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THAMESHEAD BENEFICE SERVICES  

All our services are for everyone so please join wherever you wish 
and all visitors are always welcome. We are one church family with 
several buildings and many villages. In addition to ‘normal’ worship 
services in our buildings, everyone is invited to join the services that 
are streamed online from All Saints church, Kemble. To join these 
please go to ‘The Sunday Service’ or follow this link:  
www.thesundayservice.gallery.video/thamesheadcofe From here you 
can join our worship live or share in recent services at any convenient 
time. We have a calendar on the website which will be kept up to date.  

If you would like help or assistance please message us at 
rector@thamesheadchurches.org.uk and we will get in touch with you. 

SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE THIS MONTH 
 

7 November  

 10.00 Kemble Family Service 

 11.00 Poole Keynes Morning Prayer 

 11:00 Coates Holy Communion 

 11:00 Frampton Mansell Morning Prayer 

 11.00 Rodmarton All Saints Holy Communion 

14 November  

 9.30 Zoom Family Service 
 10:00 Kemble Remembrance Service 

 10:30 Frampton Mansell Remembrance Service 

 10:50 Coates  Remembrance at the War Memorial 

 10:50 Poole Keynes Remembrance Service 

 11.55 Rodmarton Remembrance Service 

 10:50 Somerford Keynes Remembrance Service 

21 November  

 10:00 Kemble Morning Prayer 

 11.00 Rodmarton Morning Prayer 

 11:00 Poole Keynes Morning Prayer 

 14:30 TBC Forest Church 

28 November 

 10.00 Kemble Holy Communion  

 11.00 Somerford Keynes Morning Prayer 

 18:00 Rodmarton Evensong 

 18:00 Zoom Informal Service 

https://thesundayservice.gallery.video/thamesheadcofe
mailto:rector@thamesheadchurches.org.uk
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NEWS FROM COATES 

We are open on a Friday 
and Saturday evening 
(8pm-11pm). Everyone is 
welcome to come down 
and have a drink with 
friends and neighbours. 
We have local craft ales 
and a lovely new selection of fine wines. 

Upcoming Events: 

• Friday 5 November – Quiz night! We’re going to have a quiz 
night in place of Bonfire night to get everyone together again. 7 
for 7.30pm start with teams of 6 max - £2 per person.  Please 
register teams in advance by emailing 
coatessocialclub@gmail.com 

Volunteers 

In order for the Village Club to open regularly on a Friday and 
Saturday, we need more volunteers to help run the bar. You would 
only be needed for a few hours a month, or whatever time you can 
spare. If you can help, or would like to know a bit more, please email  

coatessocialclub@gmail.com 

Coffee Cake Chat 
SOUP ‘N SAVOURY 

LUNCH 
Call by and enjoy a choice of hearty home-made 
soups with a roll, hot savouries, with tea/coffee 

and something sweet 
When?  Thursday 18 November between 

12 noon – 1.30pm 
Where?  Coates Village Hall  

Cost? £6.50 per 
person 

mailto:coatessocialclub@gmail.com
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COATES COTSWOLD WAY 
CHALLENGE & FLOWERS FOR COATES 
FUNDRAISER (VIA ENTRY FEES AND 
SPONSORSHIP) 

For the past two years, volunteers in the village 
have been trying to add to the floral 
attractiveness of Coates. We appreciate the 
support of many in both kind donations and 
compliments. We are planning to plant yet 
more flowers, especially spring flowers this 
autumn. 

This Coates Cotswold Way Challenge & Flower 
Fundraiser aims to meet two chief goals – 
improving fitness and raising money (fees and 
sponsorship) towards planting more flowers for 
us all to enjoy in and around the village. Added to these main goals, 
the walk should also build on our good community spirit and give 
opportunity to enjoy the beauty of nature. 

We’ll walk The Way in stages – and you may complete as few or as 
many stages as you please. Each stage will be planned to avoid 
inclement weather as much as possible, and therefore announced no 
more than 10 days in advance. (However, if you wish to complete 
(any or all) stages according to your own schedule, you are most 
welcome to do so.) [NB The first stage may be completed before you 
see this notice.] 

NB Arrange your transport - 2 cars for each group of 2 – 4 persons, so 
that a car can be left at point B before driving to point A and then after 
completing the stage drive from B back to A. 

To avoid overextending some of us the challenge is spread over 
Autumn, Winter, and Spring, completing it before Saturday 9 
April 2022 (the start of the Gloucestershire school Easter/Spring 
holidays). 

The Cotswold Way is a National Trail of 102 miles, described as a 
requiring moderate fitness (if in doubt as to whether you should take 
part, please consult your GP). In or after wet weather, the paths can 
be muddy or slippery, so proper walking/hiking boots are advised.  

If you are interested in taking part or supporting 
the fundraising (pay fee or donate as you see fit) 
– please contact angus_edmonds@yahoo.com or 
text Angus on 07483 223100.   

Angus Edmonds, 3 Victory Row, Coates GL7 6NP 
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BURNS SUPPER 2022 
When? Saturday 29 January 2022 

Where? Coates Village Hall 

What time? 7 pm – 10 pm 

An evening of community entertainment – with a 
traditional Burns Supper (three-course dinner), songs 
and toasts to The Lassies and The Immortal Memory 

Wine and drinks may be purchased from the Village 
Club Bar 

THIS IS AN EARLY (but final) NOTICE – 

as the last Burns Supper (2020) was greatly over-
subscribed!! 

Places are limited (strictly 40) and will go fast - £16pp 

This is a fund raiser for further floral planting in and around 
Coates 

BOOKINGS – in writing or by email –  

FROM 10am FRIDAY 12 NOVEMBER 2021 

NB Booking confirmed when payment is made on or 
before 5 pm  

Friday 26 November 2021 – with any ‘unconfirmed’ 
places then made available to those on a waiting List 

To Book (and advise of any dietary needs) contact 
either: 

Angus Edmonds 07483 223100 (3 Victory Row, Coates GL7 
6NP) angus_edmonds@yahoo.com 

Jason Rees 07973 376385 (The Sleight, Coates GL7 6NH)  
jason@autocarelegal.com  

mailto:angus_edmonds@yahoo.com
mailto:jason@autocarelegal.com


9 

FRAMPTON MANSELL VILLAGE HALL GOES DIGITAL! 

What a couple of months it’s been in Frampton! We had a great 
September, with lots of events taking place, including a series of 
dance classes, which, whilst not running currently, may be back over 
Christmas for a period. We hosted a lovely wedding reception 
(Congrats Jess and Mike) which made the hall look like something out 
of this world, so beautifully decorated it was unrecognisable. The hall 
was also ‘grown’ with the use of our attached marquee, which almost 
doubled the available space and looked equally as stunning. To top it 
off we had the Village Party, funded by the Community Lottery, which 
had an amazing 145 attendees to enjoy the hog roast, beer, wine, 
cider, cakes etc. It was a lovely afternoon, a chance for the everyone 
to meet, get to know others and just generally relax. To top the 
afternoon off, we had live music, provided by Nick, from the Shadow 
Monkeys – what an awesome band! Thanks again to everyone that 
made this wonderful day happen. 

As we go into October, things are hotting up again with Zumba 
classes starting soon (just a trial period initially, with a lot of interest 
just from the village WhatsApp group). The Village cinema club is 
starting with films every 3rd Tuesday of the month, except December, 
when it will be on the 14th. 

Our new high speed internet connection (kindly provided by Gigaclear) 
is up and running giving free 1Gb speeds to all hall users – so please 
bear this in mind if you want an event (even an event for 1) that needs 
a good reliable internet connection. The internet will be used to stream 
the latest films for the film club at high resolution, so combined with 
our surround system, it’s now a real awesome cinema experience. 

If you want to keep in touch with what’s happening at the village hall, 
keep an eye out on the website – www.framptonmansell.uk. Trial 
classes etc sometimes only get posted on the village WhatsApp group 
but if you want to be kept abreast of new classes etc., please feel free 
to email to the address provided on the website. 

Now we have our high speed internet, please do consider booking us 
for business meetings, friends and family get togethers, kids gaming 
parties, for skype calls to family elsewhere in the world…or just a 
place to have time to take advantage of a super high speed 
connection, undisturbed. 

CONCERT AT ST KENELM’S, SAPPERTON  
On Monday 13 December 7 – 8pm Percussionist Steven Moore will 
perform a concert of selected preludes, encores and Christmas 
classics on marimba. The concert is free entry with a retiring 
collection, supporting the church and Steven’s PhD fees.   
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NEWS FROM SAPPERTON AND  
FRAMPTON MANSELL 

November, season of bonfires, not least those in remembrance of the 
thwarted attempt by Guy Fawkes and his fellow conspirators to blow 
up the Houses of Parliament on 5 November 1605 -almost 420 years 
ago. 

We have seen some splendid bonfires here in Frampton Mansell 
thanks to the amazing efforts of the proprietors of the Crown Inn and 
others may want to have their own. 

One thing we have to remember, however, is to check the woodpile 
we may be using as the base of our bonfire to make sure that no 
hedgehogs have hidden there. These endearing creatures are already 
greatly in decline without our aiding their disappearance (a third of 
urban hedgehogs have disappeared since the turn of the century). 

The trouble is that their method of self-defence is to roll into a ball and 
hope that trouble will go away. While their prickles may protect them 
against their traditional enemies like foxes, they do nothing to save 
them from fires - or from vehicles killing them on the roads.  

There are lots of things we can do to look after hedgehogs but we 
should also learn from their behaviour which is not suited to the 
modern world. Some of us can easily become like them: prickly 
whenever challenged or criticised or shutting ourselves off against 
other people the minute they get too close. We can ‘roll ourselves into 
a ball’ and hope that the world will go away. However, God who sees 
and knows everything, is longing to help us. Jesus said, “Come unto 
me all you who are weary or heavy laden..and I will ease and relieve 
and refresh your souls” (Matthew’s Gospel chapter 11 v28, Amplified 
version). 

The more we are open to Him and the healing work of His Holy Spirit 
in our lives and the more we are prepared to be very honest with 
those who could help us, the freer we will become. Mental health has 
been rightly highlighted during the pandemic and old taboos are 
beginning to fall. Church ministers are trained to help those who are 
ready for that and there are good counsellors out there in other 
environments like The Listening Post in Stroud or the Christian prayer 
ministers at Harnhill Centre of Christian Healing. 

Let us not be afraid to open ourselves up to God and those who would 
help us. 

Forget me not 
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SAPPERTON SCHOOL 

Here at Sapperton CofE Primary School we are pleased to say that all 
the children have returned to school eager to learn, including all our 
new starters. All the teaching and support staff have a new spring in 
their step as the difficulties of teaching remotely, fingers crossed, are 
a thing of the past! On that point, it’s important to recognise the hard 
work this period placed on them and the children, and we are so 
grateful for all their efforts.  

We have been able to recommence worship in the hall, including the 
delightful presence of Rev Walker; 18 months of waiting is a long time. 
The children learnt harvest festival songs and celebrated in St 
Kenelm’s church, Sapperton on Friday 15 October. All the donations 
were sent to Cirencester Food Bank. Our minds turn very quickly to 
Christmas, and plans are already being made by The Friends of 
Sapperton for a Christmas Fayre; very exciting as it feels like an age 
since the last time!  

The Junior children have also been busy engaging with other primary 
schools in the area, supported by Deer Park and Kingshill in various 
sports including football, hockey and cross country; well done and 
thank you to all that took part and facilitated this experience. 
Sapperton have also made many changes over the last few months 
providing a new “mud kitchen”: reception and infant children have 
relished making their culinary delights. The outside playing area has 
also had a make-over, providing the older children lots more 
opportunities to play either football, skipping or on the apparatus; 
playtime is even more exciting. And there are further planned 
renovations in the outside areas.  

Sapperton remains open for all families who are looking for a school 
place to come and look around our absolutely amazing school; ring 
Mrs Ellen for a mutually convenient time 01285 760325. Check out our 
website to see what we at Sapperton can offer 
www.sappertonschool.org  
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SERVICE AND COFFEE 

We hold a said communion service, 
followed by coffee on the first Tuesday of 

the month, 2 November, at Woodstock in Frampton Mansell. 
The service will start at 11am with coffee and a natter at 
11.30am. We would love to see you for either or both.  

Want to know more?  

Need a lift? Phone Pepita or Paul on 760211 

FRAMPTON MANSELL FILM CLUB NIGHT IS BACK! 

The film club is restarting. It will be better than ever as we have 
acquired a licence allowing us to show almost any DVD. We can also 
stream films from the internet thanks to our new powerful Gigaclear 
connection. 

We will be showing films every third Tuesday of the month from 
September to April (except in December, this year it will be 14 
December). 

Films will be selected by regular popular votes via the film club email 
distribution list, which will also be used to issue updates. To be added 
to the list send a request to dacandjme@yahoo.co.uk.  

Admission is by a voluntary donation of £4. We offer tea, coffee and 
cake in the interval and hope to provide wine in the future as well.  

Doors open at 7pm and the film will start at 7.30pm. 
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NEWS FROM RODMARTON, TARLTON, 
CULKERTON AND HAZLETON 

CHURCHES OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER  

St Osmund’s Tarlton and St Peter’s Rodmarton are open for private 
prayer every day 10am – 4pm  

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Christmas Bazaar: Saturday 4 December at Rodmarton Village Hall. 
Please see separate flier. 

New Year’s Ball with George Buchanan Scottish Ceilidh Dance Band: 
Friday 7 January 2022 

Quiz Night with Lena & Hamish Corley: Saturday 5 March 2022 

All the above events are in aid of Rodmarton and Tarlton churches.  
For further information, please contact Jane at 
janemarlowe1@gmail.com 

FATHER CHRISTMAS 
 IS COMING  

TO THE RODMARTON CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
SATURDAY 4 DECEMBER 2021, 2.30-4.30pm 

at 
RODMARTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
A great family event with  

Christmas Tree of Wishes Raffle  
Festive Cakes and Gift Stalls 

Children’s craft workshop and Rodmarton School Craft Stall 

Father Christmas in his grotto 3pm – 4pm 

Mulled wine, teas, mince pies and cakes 
In aid of Rodmarton and Tarlton churches 
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Our much-loved Bonkers Conkers competition made a 
welcome return earlier this month with children 
submitting some amazing creations along the themes of 
their class topics of Superheroes (Acorn class), Around 
the World (Sapling class), and All About Me (Oak class).  

Thank you to all the families who brought donations for Cirencester 
Food Bank to our Harvest Festival Assembly before half term. We had 
been hoping to invite parents into school for a Celebration Afternoon 
before the assembly but, due to the rising number of Covid cases at 
many local schools, we made the decision not to open our doors to 
parents just yet. We really hope to be able to do that soon.  

Pupils have really enjoyed the return of our school clubs this term. 
They have been busy with cross country running, multi-skills, football, 
rugby, jewellery making, computing, and mindfulness, with more 
clubs, and the return of the popular ones, coming next term.  

A team of eight Rodmarton School runners – including Rodmarton’s 
Hector Duncombe, and Arthur Grimes, Charlotte Grimes, and Jasper 
Biddulph, from Tarlton – took part in a cross country running team 
event at Kingshill School and finished a brilliant third out of 12 
schools, all larger than Rodmarton!  
Meanwhile our year 6 girls enjoyed an afternoon of skipping with Dan 
the Skipping Man at Cirencester Arena. The girls learnt some great 
skipping tricks which they will now show, and teach to, the younger 
children at school. 

We were delighted to be able to hold the first of our two open 
mornings in the last week of term. Many local families, with children 
who will be starting school next September, came to have a look 
around and we hope to welcome many more parents to our second 
open morning on Tuesday 9 November (9am-11am).  

Election fever took over at school this term with elections for new 
School Council members, as well as voting for six new House 
Captains – two for each house – and six new Science Ambassadors 
to help promote science within the school. Congratulations to all!  

Finally, some thank yous – to parent Rachel Brennen who has helped 
all the children design their own Christmas cards, and to grandparent 
Peter Morton who not only made new benches for our Forest School 
but also repainted both our library pod and playground sheds.  

And a big thank you to all three members of our Friends of Rodmarton 
School committee - Bryher Grimes, Penny Norrie, and Lisa Peill – 
who all stood down at the recent Friends’ AGM having raised more 
than £32,000 for our pupils and the school over the last three years. 
Enjoy your retirement ladies! 

Nutty  https://www.rodmartonschool.co.uk/ 01285 841284 

file:///C:/Users/jbm18/Desktop
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NOTES FROM CULKERTON 

GARDENING TIPS FOR NOVEMBER 

November seems to be a transient month moving gently from autumn 
to winter, the shorter, cooler days a lullaby for deciduous to retreat to 
root and branch, while shrouded in mists and fog. Our weather 
patterns seem now to be more uncertain. Recalling last year when we 
had a cold wet weather, my first tip is whenever there is sunshine go 
outside and enjoy. 

At the time of writing the sun is out, with clear blue skies and lately 
there has been useful rain and relative warmth. The grass needs 
another trim, edges neatened, and grass cuttings added to the 
compost bin. There are two questions at this point when will be the 
first frost and the last cut of grass? This is a turning point in the 
season. 

Gardening now runs on parallel lines depending on the weather, 
outside, under cover, or cosy inside, planning for next year, delving 
into new gardening books as yet unread. Later this month I will be 
meeting with friends in Stroud to exchange saved seeds. 

On the plot prepare your ground for next season’s sowings and 
plantings, fork out perennial weeds and add homemade compost 
made during spring and summer. Any compost still woody or needing 
extra time, use to start at the bottom of a new heap. The Hot Box 
composter used for kitchen waste has worked very well; extra green 
waste of weeds and grass clippings also added to keep the 
temperature buoyant. The amount of resulting compost is small and 
will be used soon.  

The white cress used as a green manure germinated quickly and has 
been used when young for salads, sown on 20 September and will 
grow until a hard frost, when it become sready to dig into the soil, or 
use as a ‘chop and drop’. Of course, all through the winter season, 
seeds can be sprouted indoors for salads, the little seedlings contain 
many healthy nutrients, and are easy to grow. Look out for packets of 
sprouting seeds, there are now a wide variety available. 

Tend to overwintering crops. I have observed over the years, that 
autumn sown broad beans need protection from strong wind. The 
seedlings can get tall if the season is warm, and a second sowing 
could work well; decide during the first half of the month. Tall Brussel 
Sprout plants may also need staking if strong wind is prevalent. Check 
sweet pea seedlings in greenhouses are kept carefully watered and 
don’t dry out. Autumn sown seeds may need weeding. Parsnips have 
a much better flavour after hard frosts. 
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This a good time to tidy both the greenhouse and garden shed. Clean 
and maintain tools; those with wooden handles benefit from a coat of 
oil. This simple maintenance will prolong the tool life. Many oils 
suitable for wooden tool handles are on the market, choose one that is 
quick drying. Gather up used plant labels, sort out those with names to 
reuse and others to clean up for renaming using a rough kitchen 
scouring pad as an eraser. 

Sally Oates 

NOTES FROM CULKERTON (cont) 

CONFESSION 

We have to cope with a lot of nonsense in this life, it’s part of the 
human condition.  But when the clocks go back I seriously lose it: it’s 
worse than the toast getting burnt.  It is an act of national lunacy that 
amounts to us shooting ourselves in the corporate foot, and various 
other parts of the human anatomy, for no obvious benefit. Sure, let 
Scotland do it, and have a separate time zone as part of the 
devolution process; and perhaps Northern Ireland too, if they want 
(the problem area is, of course, Newcastle and the North East…). 

If I was allowed a two-minute rant on Radio 4, as part of a new and 
revolutionary series of Rant of the Day (to replace the early morning 
Tweet of the Day, which fails to wake people up) this would be my 
chosen subject. Likewise, adherence to British Summer Time would 
be one of the first changes I’d make in My Glorious Rule (Bring it on!).   

Prior to the coming of the railways in the mid-19th century time was a 
local, regional thing, directed by the sun. We were probably on ‘Bristol 
Time’ here. Then time in Great Britain got homogenized. Then the 
First World War brought in British Summer Time, which actually – and 
sensibly – got doubled during the Second World War, to allow better 
use of daylight. I would be happy with British Summer Time and 
Double Summer Time.   

Rant over. I no longer wear a wristwatch anyway.  It acts as a bedside 
clock, only the cat periodically dabs it on to the floor – probably as a 
gesture of protest against human attitudes to time, and a proclamation 
of Feline Time. 

The other thing that upsets me in autumn is the annual flowers getting 
killed off by frost, especially the Nasturtiums, which become more and 
more precious until they suddenly succumb to frost. They don’t even 
follow the Sweet Peas on to the compost heap, as they dissolve into 
something rather resembling regurgitated packet soup which, rightly, 
dissolves into the ground. 
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NOTES FROM CULKERTON (cont) 

Sweet Peas, of course, become more precious with each gleaning.  
We eke out the last gatherings of increasingly short-stemmed flowers 
– which lack any scent – until time has more than run out on them, 
and they end up on the compost heap.   

Dylan Thomas hit the nail on the head when he wrote, ‘Rage, rage 
against the dying of the light…’ 

Matthew Oates 

KEMBLE AND DISTRICT RBL WOMEN’S SECTION 

The ladies will be meeting in Kemble village hall on Thursday 25 
November at 3pm. RBL members and visitors would be most 
welcome as we have Mary Tidmarsh speaking on Highgrove and 
much, much more! Do please come along and enjoy the talk and 
some afternoon refreshments. A raffle will be held to defray costs, so 
any contributions welcome.  

Further details about the group contact Pat Ayres secretary 770385 

KEMBLE  & EWEN WOMENS’ INSTITUTE 

On Thursday 18 November at 3pm Pam Slater will give a talk on ‘The 
Holly and the Ivy’ garden lore, myths and legends. A very warm 
welcome is extended to visitors to come along and join the members. 
Visitors pay just £5 to include light refreshments.  

Please contact me for information about joining our friendly institute.  

Pat Ayres secretary 770385 

KEMBLE AND DISTRICT POPPY APPEAL 

‘ALL gave some, some gave ALL’ 

As we approach Remembrance Sunday on 14 November please give 
as much as you can to the voluntary collectors who may call at your 
door or when you see the many poppy boxes in various outlets. I 
appreciate the team of dedicated collectors/schools/shops/pubs who 
do this for the Kemble and district annual appeal. Also, the men who 
stand on the station platform for a few hours each day for the two 
allotted weeks. A big thank you to you all. 

For those who would like to acknowledge Thursday 11 November, I 
will be at the war memorial in Kemble to stand for the two minute 
silence as usual. Sometimes one of the staff from Kemble school 
brings some of the school children along too.  

Pat Ayres  Poppy area organizer 770385 
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Rodmarton PCC is hugely grateful to all those from Rodmarton, 
Tarlton, Hazelton and Culkerton and further afield who give regularly 
by standing order to the work of the church in those places. If anyone 
else would like to help out by starting a standing order the PCC would 
be extremely  grateful. Please contact Simon Biddulph 21 Rodmarton 
GL7 6PE, simon.biddulph1@btinternet.com.  

mailto:simon.biddulph1@btinternet.com
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• Plumbing and heating engineers 

• Boiler and AGA Service & Repairs 

• Local, reliable, est 1985 

http://www.heatserv.co.uk/ 

Oil fired specialists.  

Over 30 years experience. 

01285 821592 info@heatserv.co.uk 

 

R.O.W. BERRY 
HOUSE, PROPERTY & 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
TEL (01285) 658398 

MOBILE 07971 548962 

CALL THE MAN WHO CAN 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

DECKING 

FENCING LEAKS PATIOS 
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HF Property Services 

Landscaping – turfing, terraces, 
fencing 
Painting & Decorating – interior and 
exterior 
Building - renovation/extensions 

Contact: 07887 591971/01285 850672 
www.hf-limited.co.uk 

Garden Care 

Reliable Professional Service 

We don’t let you down we come when we say 

Mowing, Strimming, Hedge-cutting, Rotavating, 

All Garden Jobs - Regular Visits 

07394 548866 

http://www.hasslefreeliving.com/
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CLOSING DATE FOR THE DECEMBER MAGAZINE 

Contributions should be sent to Bob Merrill at Glebe House, Coates, 
GL7 6NU. Telephone 07866 972389 or by e-mail to the Watershed 
magazine at  watershedmag@gmail.com. Articles should be in Arial 
font at 11 point with formatting kept as simple as possible. The 
editor reserves the right to edit any articles. Articles should be 
submitted by 12 November at the latest for inclusion in the next 
month’s issue. 

ADVERTISING IN THE WATERSHED 

If you wish to advertise in our parish magazine please contact Bob 
Merrill at Glebe House, Coates, GL7 6NU. Mobile 07866 972389 or by 
e-mail to the Watershed magazine at  watershedmag@gmail.com. 
Adverts at a third of a page cost £15 for a single issue or £60 for 6 
months. Adverts at half a page cost £23 for a single issue or £90 for 6 
months. The magazine is published 10 times every year; July/August 
and December/January are joint editions.  

CIRENCESTER EATING DISORDER 
SUPPORT GROUP 

The next meeting in Coates village hall  
will be on Wednesday 3 November at 
7.30pm.  

Further details can be obtained from Pat 
on 770385 or email 
ayrescares50@gmail.com  

TIME OUT 

The Time Out Bible discussion group for mothers of school age 
children in the benefice is not meeting for the foreseeable future. Julie 
is looking at the possibility of setting up a virtual meeting. 

For more details please contact Julie on 770123 or email 
julieallen47@btinternet.com or juliepaulmorton@onetel.com 

GET YOUR WATERSHED BY EMAIL 
If you would like to receive a copy of the parish magazine by email I 
am very happy to add you to my list of those who do. This would not 
replace your delivered copy but you would get it earlier and with some 
colour!  Just let me know by email at watershedmag@gmail.com 
Bob Merrill 

mailto:ayrescares50@gmail.com
mailto:julieallen47@btinternet.com
mailto:juliepaulmorton@onetel.com
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Watershed Editor Bob Merrill        07866 972389 

Watershed Treasurer Janet Loines 841578 

COATES 

Coates Parish Council Chair Richard Harrison 771449 

Coates Parish Council Clerk Caroline Coates 770757 

Coates Gardening Club Margaret Reynolds 771354 

Coates Social Club secretary Tara Davidson 07948 966957  

Coates Tree Warden Simon Large 07714 220558 

Coates Village Hall Lynn Vaughan  770876  

Coates Neighbourhood Watch John Dobson 07808 095553  
Coates Snow Warden Peter Tugwell 

FRAMPTON MANSELL 

Frampton Mansell Village Hall Bookings 07710 878987  

RODMARTON 

Rodmarton & Tarlton PC Chair Mark Grimes 770289 

Rodmarton & Tarlton PC Clerk Susan Hare ex-dir 

Rodmarton School  Mrs Musty 841284 

Rodmarton Village Hall Jasper Biddulph 770230 

SAPPERTON 

Parish Council Chair  Sarah Osborn Smith  760805 
Sapperton and FM PC Clerk Barbara (Babs) Maloney 760276 

Sapperton Snow Warden Mark Franklin 760226 

Sapperton Tree Warden Paul Dingley 760788 

Sapperton Village Hall Sheila Dingley 760788 

Sapperton School  760325 

OTHERS 

Royal British Legion  

Watershed RDA Kathy Mottershead 07979 853907 

Cirencester Eating Disorder Support Group  Pat Ayres 770385 

Cotswold District Councillors 

Ermin Ward Julia Judd 07853 383874 

Kemble Ward Tony Berry 770220 

Gloucestershire County Councillor 

 Stephen Hirst 01666 504213  

Member of Parliament          Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 01452 371630 

Cirencester Hospital  655711 

Tetbury Hospital  01666 502336 

Police non emergency (24hrs)  101 
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Specialist in airport transfers and  

long distance journeys. 

Friendly, flexible and reliable licensed service available 
day or night for pre booked journeys. 

All UK and European destinations. 

Central London a speciality. 

Credit card facilities available 

 Phil Bradley, Cornerstones, Stroud Road, Bisley 

Tel: 01452 770337 Mobile: 07802 154968 

office@cornerstoneschauffeurservice.co.uk 

www.cornerstoneschauffeurservice.co.uk 

Proud to have served the Cotswolds for more than a decade. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
NOVEMBER 

Tuesday 2 11am Service & coffee in Frampton Mansell 

Wednesday 3 7.30pm BEAT meeting Coates Village Hall 

Saturday 22 10am - 3pm Quiet Day in Sapperton Village Hall 

Friday 5 7pm Quiz Night in Coates Village Hall 

Thursday 18 12noon Soup ‘n Savoury Lunch in Coates 

Thursday 18 3pm Kemble & Ewen WI meeting 

Thursday 25 3pm Kemble & District RBL Women’s Section 
meeting 

DECEMBER 

Monday 13 7pm Concert in St Kenelm’s, Sapperton 
Saturday 4 2.30pm Rodmarton Christmas Bazaar 

JANUARY 

Saturday 29 7pm Burns Supper in Coates Village Hall 

mailto:office@cornerstoneschauffeurservice.co.uk
http://www.cornerstoneschauffeurservice.co.uk/

