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October Services 

All our services are for everyone so please join wherever you wish and all visitors are always welcome. We are one 
church family with several buildings and many villages. In addiƟon to ‘normal’ worship services in our buildings, 
everyone is invited to join the services that are streamed online from All Saints Kemble. To join these please go to the 
Thameshead website: www.thamesheadchurches.org.uk and select the LIVESTREAM buƩon, from here you can join our 
worship live or share in recent services at any convenient Ɵme. We have a calendar on the website which is kept up to 
date. 

If you would like help or assistance, please message us at oĸce@thamesheadchurches.org.uk and we will get in touch 
with you. 

October services 

05.10.25 Trinity 16 10.00 Coates Animal blessing service 
  10.00 Kemble Harvest Holy Communion (streamed) 
  10.00 Poole Keynes Morning Prayer 
  11.00 Sapperton Holy Communion 
  11.00 Rodmarton Harvest Holy Communion and lunch 
  11.00 Somerford Keynes Morning Prayer 

12.10.25 Trinity 17 10.00 Kemble BeneĮce Holy Communion (streamed) 
  10.00 Poole Keynes Harvest Service 
  11.00 Rodmarton Morning Prayer 

19.10.25 Trinity 18 09.30 Coates Morning Prayer 
  10.00 Kemble Morning Source – all age (streamed) 
  10.00 Poole Keynes Holy Communion 
  11.00 Frampton Mansell Morning Prayer 
  11.00 Rodmarton Morning Prayer 
  11.00 Somerford Keynes Morning Prayer 

26.10.25 Bible Sunday 08.00 Tarlton Holy Communion BCP 
  10.00 Rodmarton Combined BeneĮce Service 

November services 

02.11.25 4 before Advent 10.00 Kemble Morning Prayer (streamed) 
 All Saints 10.00 Poole Keynes Morning Prayer 
  11.00 Frampton Mansell Morning Prayer 
  11.00 Rodmarton All Saints Holy Communion 
  11.00 Somerford Keynes Morning Prayer 
  15.00 Coates All Saints and All Souls Service 

Is there a spiritual revival going on among our young people? 

A leading Roman Catholic professor of Pastoral Theology at the University of Vienna thinks that this may well be so. For 
the Revd Paul Zulehner says that while Church is sƟll losing young people, it is also gaining them. 
“We’re clearly witnessing a protest against mainstream secularisaƟon, as groups of youngsters yearn for re-
spiritualisaƟon or re-enchantment. Many are looking for meaning beyond material success, when such percepƟons have 
become enfeebled in our pluralisƟc socieƟes.” 

Professor Zulehner was speaking to the Church Times aŌer the recent Roman Catholic Church’s Jubilee of Youth, which 
aƩracted a million-strong gathering in Rome, led by Pope Leo XIV. 
Meanwhile, in Britain, Youth for Christ, an internaƟonal evangelical youth ministry, has reported that weekly church 
aƩendance by young people had doubled from four to eight percent in Įve years. YFC said that half of young people 
were now declaring a belief in God, and 96 per cent express an openness to “supernatural experience”. 
The report also said that the number of younger people claiming to pray regularly had also increased sharply, although it 
is sƟll small. 65 per cent said that they now viewed churches “posiƟvely”, compared with just eight per cent in 2020 — 
defying “every predicƟon about declining religious engagement”. 
Professor Zulehner added that while many young people are scepƟcal about insƟtuƟonal Churches, they have found a 
“medium and language” through social media for sharing their religious interests. 
He told Church Times: “Gospel inŇuences are at work through Instagram, TikTok, and the networks today’s youngsters 
rely on, which may ulƟmately prove as important in Įnding followers for Christ as the Church’s leaders and tradiƟons.” 

http://www.thamesheadchurches.org.uk/
mailto:office@thamesheadchurches.org.uk
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Reader Ramblings from Karen 

Dear friends 

Hearing of the sad death of our dear friend David caused me to think about loss. 

A huge giŌ we have from God is the ability to love and be loved, but alongside that we have the reciprocal feeling of pain 
and loss. When we lose love, it hurts. 

God gave us the earth and has seen us make a mess of so many things, in spite of his love, guidance and sacriĮce, but he 
wants to help us put things right. He is promising that all will be made new. 

God has shown us that this is possible, by the resurrecƟon of his Son and the renewal of his body at Easter. All will be 
made new – not simply repaired or Ɵdied up a liƩle, but rather completely refreshed and beƩer. 

God will wipe away every tear – we are sad when we have lost someone dear to us, but we shall meet again. And we can 
help to bring that Ɵme closer by preparing ourselves and our world. We can feel grief but also hope, and we can seek to 
make the world a beƩer place – not just the big things, like no more war, no more poverty, though I’m not suggesƟng we 
shouldn’t do all we can for those, but remember the liƩle things – remember how we as individuals can help those 
around us. We each know that receiving a simple smile or act of kindness can make us feel beƩer: we can give that giŌ 
to others. And we can comfort those who grieve, as God comforts us. 

When we think of death, we oŌen think of heaven. From this promise of the future, we hear that, one day, heaven will 
be here on earth. I want to suggest that heaven is already here on earth, and all around us, in that God is among us in 
the form of the Holy Spirit, but we don’t always fully appreciate it. Perhaps we have all experienced a taste of heaven, 
the beƩer to help us try to bring more heaven to earth now: God will appreciate our eīorts.  

People haven’t died to God, but are with him in heaven. We shall all die but there is a place for us where all wrongs will 
be made right. 

We are encouraged, guided, cajoled and led, as we are helped in our navigaƟon towards eternal life. This is the promise 
we have received from Jesus – and he doesn’t break his promises. I invite you to think about that, think about loss 
suīered and grief endured, but also about graƟtude, love and the hope that we are given, that there will be a new 
heaven and a new earth: we shall meet again. Life has changed but it has not ended. 

We can share in hope. Our all-knowing and all-powerful God will one day live among us. ‘He will wipe away every tear. 
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more’.  

May the peace and hope which we are promised in the new world to come rest in our hearts.  
Amen  

David Robert Ernest AusƟn  
20 March 1947 – 9 September 2025 

It was a great sadness to learn that David died in hospital on 9 September.  
Our hearts and prayers go out to Angie and their children and grandchildren. 

David and Angie have lived in Somerford Keynes for many years, keeping their home there even when they lived in 
the old Kemble Vicarage, when David was Associate Priest for the BeneĮce.  

David’s wide-ranging experience gave him a unique perspecƟve for that role. He had been an oĸcer in the 
Metropolitan Police and a hospital chaplain before being ordained into the Anglican church. David faithfully served 
the parishes of the Thameshead BeneĮce for years and sƟll held the Bishop’s permission to oĸciate. He was also 
Chair of the Somerford Keynes Village Charity. 

In summing up David’s approach in a single phrase, he cared. He cared for Angie and his family. He cared for all God’s 
people, visiƟng the sick and teaching the Gospel to everyone who would listen - and a few who wouldn’t. He had 
asked MarƟn Kingston to preach at his funeral because he knew MarƟn would speak from the Gospel.  

The packed church for David’s funeral on 26 September barely acknowledges the huge hole he has leŌ in so many 
lives. It was a great privilege and inspiraƟon to know David and there will be an opportunity to give thanks for his life, 
and all he meant to us, in a service at Cirencester BapƟst Church on Sunday 12 October at 2pm. 
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View from my window.  October 2025 

As I write, the weather doesn’t seem to know how to behave. One minute the sun is out, next the rain is coming down in 
sheets. Who wants to go out on a day like this?! I had no choice. Just grey when I leŌ home, then rain, then sunshine, 
more rain. By the Ɵme I parked, the rain was over and the sun was out. I parked with my ‘nose’ poinƟng at a hedge. The 
rain had washed the leaves and they were sparkling in the sun with the stray diamond-like drops of rain enhancing them. 
Driving home there was a wonderful rainbow arc in the sky. Yesterday evening, coming home from a meeƟng, a beauƟful 
young stag crossed the road in front of me. The day before I saw a fox. What an amazing world!   

Many years ago, before we moved south, I recall aƩending a Harvest FesƟval evensong. I was siƫng very close to a vase 
of Ňowers, one of which held my aƩenƟon. It was a dahlia, maybe six cenƟmetres across. It was white with crimson 
edges to the petals. I cannot remember anything about the service, but that Ňower can sƟll Įll my heart with the 
wonders of creaƟon.   

 

Life can be diĸcult for all of us at Ɵmes; we can feel nothing is going right; we feel 
we cannot do right for doing wrong  

I don’t know what your soluƟon is but mine is to absorb the world around me. When 
we had the dogs there was a parƟcular large stone, surrounded on three sides by 
bushes. That is where I went to calm down and feel closer to God. Now, not having 
dog companions any more, I will sit by the window and gaze out and absorb all I see. 

Nature is a great healer. It works for me, maybe/hopefully it will work for you. 

Love and blessings 

Pepita 

Revd Pepita Walker  

 

A life of prayer: The diocesan prayer companion 

The diocesan prayer calendar has been relaunched this autumn under the new name, the Diocesan Prayer Companion. 

This prayer scheme aims to support people in praying for the people, places and projects of this diocese and beyond.  

Each Sunday contains a collect and a prayer focus for the week to come, looking at different areas of the Life vision. 

There are daily prayer prompts to encourage prayer for benefices, schools, the diocese and beyond, uploaded quarterly 

to the diocesan website. 

Prayer is integral to our relaƟonship with God and our growing in faith as followers of Christ.  

Bishop Rachel said: “If we want a relaƟonship with someone to deepen and grow, we need to spend Ɵme with that 
person. It can be no surprise that the same is true between us and God.” 

You can download the Prayer Companion from https://gloucester.anglican.org/living-

faith/your-prayer/calendar-of-intercessions/  

If you’d like to try praying, or reignite your prayer life visit 
https://gloucester.anglican.org/living-faith/your-prayer/ for more resources and 

support. 

 

 

Why not join the Thameshead Prayer Diary? 

There are a few copies of the diary in each church each month, but the easiest way to 
join prayer with and for our community is to join the WhatsApp group. If you would 
like to have a prayer sent to you each morning, please contact Liz on 07774 104990  

https://gloucester.anglican.org/living-faith/your-prayer/calendar-of-intercessions/
https://gloucester.anglican.org/living-faith/your-prayer/calendar-of-intercessions/
https://gloucester.anglican.org/living-faith/your-prayer/
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Poole Keynes Film Club 

Friday 3rd  October  

2pm and 8pm 

Poole Keynes 

Village Hall 

 

Genre Biography/ Music/ Drama    
Cert 15      Runtime 2hrs 21 

mins  

Starring Timothee Chalamet, Edward Norton and Elle Fanning    

New York, 1961. Against the backdrop of a vibrant music scene and tumultuous cultural 
upheaval, an enigmatic 19-year-old from Minnesota arrives with his guitar and 
revolutionary talent, destined to change the course of American music. He forges 
intimate relationships with music icons of Greenwich Village on his meteoric rise, 
culminating in a groundbreaking and controversial performance that reverberates 
worldwide. Timothée Chalamet stars and sings as Bob Dylan in the true story behind the 
rise of one of the most iconic singer-songwriters in history. 

If you would like to join us as a guest for this film the cost is £4 per person  

To book please email pkfilmclub23@gmail.com  as seating is limited and 
booking is essential 

 

 

 

mailto:pkfilmclub23@gmail.com
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Somerford Keynes 

Sadly, the only news received from Somerford Keynes this month was of the death of David AusƟn. 

Our hearts go out to all his neighbours and friends as you mourn your loss and care for Angie in your midst. 

 

There is sure to be much else going on in this lovely and vibrant village, but here are some gems from nearby: 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower Club 

Hi there again, this is Cathy Carroll wriƟng on behalf of North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club.  In September we had our AGM followed by an excellent talk from Andrew 
Tolman on unusual gardens he has visited. It is called “Oī the Beaten Track”.  Then in 
October, because Sally Taylor is unwell, we have Jayne Morriss to demonstrate for us. 
Her talk is on “This and That”.  Jayne has oīered to help at Malmesbury Abbey. What 
a great job she is doing there.   

We are folk who love Ňowers and while some are expert, many are not so please feel 
free to join us. There is plenty of parking and free tea/coīee and cake at the evenings 
end. Remember your Įrst visit to the group is free. 

On November 19th we have our Open Evening with Katherine Kear (NaƟonal 
Demonstrator). These evenings are usually very well aƩended and good fun beginning 
with bubbly and canapes and lots else besides including a chocolate tombola and a 
raŋe for Katherine’s arrangements. Do put the date in your diary.  

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust  

Chalkland Revival, a signiĮcant collaboraƟve project led by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, has been awarded a grant of 
£152,028 from the North Wessex Downs NaƟonal Landscape's Farming in a Protected Landscape programme. This 
project brings together a range of partners in a concerted eīort to restore nature and support sustainable farming 
across the iconic chalk landscape of the North Wessex Downs. 

The project will deliver a range of beneĮts for nature, climate, and the local community. Key acƟviƟes will focus on 
reversing the decline of iconic local wildlife such as farmland birds, and building a greater understanding of the 
landscape's health, as well as exploring new sustainable economies to support farmers. 

The project has secured targeted support for the recovery of the threatened northern lapwing, a ground-nesƟng bird 
that has seen a dramaƟc decline in numbers.  

In partnership with the BriƟsh Deer Society, the project will develop a collaboraƟve Deer Management AcƟon Plan to 
address the challenges posed by rising deer populaƟons to woodland regeneraƟon and biodiversity. This will be 
complemented by a feasibility study, led by the Soil AssociaƟon, to explore viable routes to market for wild venison, 
promoƟng it as a sustainable and healthy local food source. 

A desktop study will map historic 'ghost ponds' and analyse water Ňow pathways to idenƟfy the best locaƟons for new 
ponds and wetlands. This will not only create vital habitats but also support natural Ňood management and improve the 
landscape’s resilience to climate change. 

To support the project's collaboraƟve goals, a series of events will be held for farmers, stakeholders, and the public. 
Events include an introductory event for parƟcipaƟng farmers and landowners to introduce the project and the pracƟcal 
support available through the project. An expert-led workshop for land managers on best pracƟces for monitoring and 
managing deer populaƟons. A pracƟcal, on-farm workshop demonstraƟng habitat creaƟon techniques and the eīecƟve 
use of fencing to protect ground-nesƟng birds. And Įnally, a concluding event to share the project’s Įndings, celebrate 
its successes, and discuss the future of farmer-led conservaƟon in the North Wessex Downs. 

Full details, dates, and booking informaƟon for public events will be made available on the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 
website. 
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Kemble and Ewen 

 

Kemble Church, Eco Church 

Kemble Church holds 
one of 3000 Eco 
Church awards, which 
help churches to care 
for God’s creaƟon.  

Look out for Hen of 
the Woods or Jelly Ear but steer clear of Angel 
Bonnets. The main mushroom season in the UK is 
autumn and, now the soil is damp again, you may 
well Įnd all kinds of interesƟng fungi in the woods 
and in your garden. There are lots of fungi 
idenƟĮcaƟon guides, but even with one of these it 
can be tricky to correctly idenƟfy a mushroom 
which changes through its lifespan. Some 
poisonous mushrooms resemble edible varieƟes, 
so it is safest to sƟck to a visual forage. There is 
informaƟon about where to look as well as how to 
idenƟfy diīerent species in the Plantlife guide: 
How to Find Fungi - Plantlife. There is also a fungi 
idenƟĮcaƟon day at Westonbirt Arboretum on 18 
October, which is free aŌer entry to the arboretum.  

With the breeding season coming to an end, now is 
the Ɵme to think about giving your nestboxes a 
clean, ready for use over winter. You might not 
think a box is used during winter, but it can be a 
refuge for birds and someƟmes even small 
mammals to shelter from cold or stormy 
weather. Once you have lowered your box, you can 
empty the contents of dried vegetaƟon. Use boiling 
water to clean the box, which kills oī any parasites 
within it. The box can then be leŌ to air dry fully.  

 

Some Holy Days in October: 

4th October: St Francis of Assisi - love for the CreaƟon  

St Francis (1181 - 1226) is surely one of the most aƩracƟve and 
best-loved of all the saints.  

Francis’ close rapport with the animal creaƟon was well 
known.  The story of his preaching to the birds has always been 

a favourite scene from his life.  He also tamed the wolf of 
Gubbio.  This aĸnity emphasises his consideraƟon for, and 

sense of idenƟty with, all elements of the physical universe, as 
seen in his CanƟcle of the Sun.  This makes him an apt patron of 

nature conservaƟon. 

10th October: Thomas Traherne - lover of nature 

Thomas Traherne (1636 - 1674) is a good saint for anyone who 
loves our planet, and who wants to preserve CreaƟon.   This 17th 
century poet and clergyman wrote extensively about his love for 

nature, seeing in it a reŇecƟon of the glory of God. 

Other ways you can celebrate autumn: 

October is InternaƟonal Walk to School Month 

11 October - LiƩer picking – meet at the Tavern at 10.30 – all welcome. Cirencester Repair Café will also be open from 
10.00 – 13.00 at the BapƟst Church. 

14 October – InternaƟonal e-waste day 2025 – as the demand for smartphones, electric vehicles, solar panels, and 
other technology conƟnues to surge, so does the need for the materials that make them work – these can be 
recovered from unused or broken electronic products hiding in our drawers and cupboards. Place small electrical 
items in an old carrier bag and put the bag inside your black recycling box to be collected with the rest of your 
recycling. 

2 October and 7 November - the Orionid meteor shower, peaking for about a week around the 22 October. Look 
towards the constellaƟon of Orion, stay away from city lights and let your eyes adjust to the dark before trying to spot 
the Orionid meteors. The peak coincides with the new Moon so viewing condiƟons will be ideal with no moonlight 
polluƟon. 

Rachel and JulieƩe Jago on behalf of Kemble PCC 

 

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/how-to-find-fungi/?utm_source=Plantlife+emails&utm_campaign=0c0f7736b9-MainPlantlifeEnews_April24_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ce964b84b6-0c0f7736b9-286337204&mc_cid=0c0f7736b9&mc_eid=663cd9e3de
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Winners of the 200 Club,  
drawn at September's Rural Cinema: 

August              Ticket 169 - Adam Teakle 
September       Ticket 126 - Lois and John LaƟmer 

 

Dates to Celebrate! 

This month, at 10 o’clock on 
5th October, we thank God for 
the harvest and bring along our 
giŌs to thank Him. We don’t 
expect you to come with 
sheaves of corn or faƩed calves, 
but it would be lovely if you’d 
bring the sort of donaƟons you 
give to Cirencester Foodbank.  
Next month we celebrate All Saints’ Day at – of course – 
All Saints’ Church. Again we’d welcome giŌs. No, not for 
the church itself! For at least twenty-five years the church 
has supported Gloucestershire DomesƟc Abuse Support 
Service and its predecessor, Gloucester Women’s Refuge, 
so we would be really grateful if you would bring along 
items that would make good Christmas presents for 
GDASS’ clients: toys, toiletries, store cards (the sort you 
can buy from Kam at Kemble Village Stores) and cash. Do 
please come along at 10 o’clock on 2nd November: we’d 
love to see you - and we need kind children to help carry 
all the offerings to the altar!  
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - KEMBLE AND DISTRICT 
BRANCH 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY – 
October 2025 
Our talks and AGM are 
held in Kemble Village Hall.  
Monday 20th October - 
2025 Poppy Appeal Launch 
Poppy Appeal launch event at Coffee Stop,  
10:00-11:30hrs Kemble Village Hall. 
CollecƟng boxes will also be distributed. 

Thursday 23rd October - AGM and Talk  

Our Annual General MeeƟng will start at 19:00hrs. 
Following the AGM, Jim Cunningham will give a talk 
about his flying career in the RAF. 

Sunday 9th November - Branch Remembrance Day 
Service 
Our Branch Remembrance Day Service will be 
incorporated within the All Saints’ Church Kemble 
Annual Remembrance Day Service starƟng at 10:00hrs, 
followed by wreath-laying at the war memorial. 

AŌer this service there will be refreshments in  
Kemble Village Hall. 

This event is for everybody – not just Legion members. 
Friday 5th December – Christmas Meal  
at the Thames Head Inn 
This popular annual event has been arranged for the 
above date and members will be receiving more 
informaƟon about this event nearer the Ɵme. 

If you would like more informaƟon, please contact me 
for details or check out the BriƟsh Legion website:  

hƩps://www.briƟshlegion.org.uk/get-involved/things-
to-do/membership/become-a-member 

Ian Czapiewski – Branch Secretary – 07711 015168 

 Kemble and Ewen W.I.  
On Thursday 16th October at 3pm we are in the 
funcƟon room at the Tavern when Lady She will be 
bringing her Vintage Clothes and 
Accessories. Visitors most 
welcome. 

If you would like informaƟon 
about our friendly group contact the secretary details 
below. 

On Saturday 27th September our group will be joining 
with other insƟtutes at the Churchdown Community 
centre for an aŌernoon of fun and friendship to mark 
110 years of The Gloucestershire FederaƟon of 
Women’s’ InsƟtutes. Kemble and Ewen W.I. will be 
having a table with the game ‘pick a card’ and is 
collecƟng all sorts of giŌs, produce etc for prizes that 
can be won!  
Friends, family and visitors are very welcome to aƩend. 

Pat 01285 770385  ayrescares50@gmail.com 

 Cobalt Charity 

Cobalt is making a real difference across 
Gloucestershire - and your support maƩers! 

Come along to our Coffee Morning & Christmas Card 
Launch on Friday 27th September, 10am–12 noon at 
Linton House (GL53 7AS). Enjoy coffee, cake and good 
company – and help raise vital funds for local cancer 
paƟents. Free parking at the church! 

Feeling inspired? Why not host a coffee morning for 
Cobalt! Email Emily at emily.janes@cobalthealth.co.uk 
to get your fundraising pack. 

Make your Christmas card a Cobalt card! Our gorgeous, 
upcycled card packs (5 for just £2.50) will be available – 
lovingly craŌed by our volunteers. 

Save the date for the Reindeer Run on 7th December - a 
fesƟve 5km walk, jog or run at NaƟonal Star College. 
Under 5s go free! Early Bird Ɵckets: £5 child | £8 adult | 
£25 family. 

Other events coming up: 

 Fundraising Lunch at Prithvi – 12th September 

 Concert at United Reformed Church, Prestbury 
– 12th September 7.30pm 

 Christmas Fair at Linton House with live 
Randwick Reindeer 27th November 5-7pm 

Visit cobalthealth.co.uk or call or call 01242 535922 for 
full event details! 

Kemble and District Royal BriƟsh Legion  
- Women’s SecƟon 
There is sƟll a presence of the W/S in Kemble and we 
support and someƟmes jointly with the Branch hold 
events for which both men and women can aƩend. 
Coming up will be a coffee morning Poppy Launch in 
Kemble village hall on Monday 20th October 10am -  
11. 30am.  The 2025 appeal boxes will be handed out. 

On Thursday 23rd October the AGM will take place in 
Kemble village hall at 7pm both the women’s secƟon 
and the branch will report on the past year. 

Pat Ayres w/s chair 
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Farming MaƩers 

ConƟnuing from my menƟon last month of nature’s abundant harvest, you can’t help but noƟce the plenƟful crop of 
berries in our hedgerows. I’ve certainly had my Įll of blackberries and there will be no shortage of sloe gin this winter! 
The striking red berries of the roseHIP and the HAWthorn, both members of the family Rosaceae, have been valued over 
many years giving rise to the menƟon of HIPS and HAWS as early as the 17th century.  There’s even a Hips and Haws 
female tradiƟonal Clog Morris Dance group based in Chippenham.  

Many people will remember being given rosehip syrup as children, a rich source of 
vitamin C. Rosehips were also used to help with bladder disorders, and act as a 
digesƟon aid. Boiling the seeds was thought to make a useful tonic to ease gout, 
arthriƟs and rheumaƟc symptoms and rosehip tea can be used as a laxaƟve. 
Basically, a cure-all plant! Mischievous schoolboys have been known to make itching 
powder from the husks. (so I’m told      ). 

Hawthorn has long been used for medicine too. Flowers and leaves were used to stabilise blood pressure. Hawthorn 
trees are supposed to house fairies, according to CelƟc mythology: some people even call it the Faerie tree. Harming a 
hawthorn will invoke the wrath of the fairies, not to be recommended. Bringing hawthorn blossom into the house is 
considered unlucky, possibly because hawthorn blossom contains the chemical trimethylamine, having a smell 
reminiscent of roƫng Ňesh. Anyway, although these hedgerow beauƟes are not so commonly used nowadays, they 
provide a valuable source of nutriƟon for wildlife.  

Following Angela Rayner’s departure from the front benches, a cabinet reshuŋe sees Emma Reynolds MP appointed 
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Aīairs, replacing Steve Reed who is now responsible for housing. She 
was previously brieŇy Economic Secretary to the Treasury and Parliamentary Secretary at the Department of Work and 
Pensions. We also have a new Ňock of Defra ministers; Dame Angela Eagle DBE MP holds the porƞolio for Food Security 
and Rural Aīairs while Emma Hardy MP is the Minister for Water and Flooding, and Mary Creagh CBE MP serves as the 
Minister for Nature. 

While someone has to do these jobs, their farming and environmental credenƟals 
may not have seen them shortlisted in the commercial world. There’s a lot going on 
in Defra at the moment, not least of which is a comprehensive review of all 
environmental regulaƟons aīecƟng farmers and land managers, which I’m 
‘fortunate’ enough to be involved in. 

This is a complex set of RegulaƟons, Laws and Codes of PracƟce, some daƟng back 
decades and some established just a few years ago, detailing what farmers can, and cannot do in relaƟon to the 
protecƟon of the water environment. There will be a wide range of contribuƟons from farmer groups, technical experts, 
scienƟsts and eNGOs, all with valuable opinion but oŌen opposed. The ministers, and ulƟmately the Secretary of State, 
will have to make decisions which will be the basis of new legislaƟon next year. Their abiliƟes to get their heads around 
the wide variety of issues will be essenƟal for eīecƟve and sensible outcomes.  

A more local issue appears to be the increase in dog mess leŌ in Įelds and a worrying rise in 
the pracƟce of collecƟng dog mess in a plasƟc bag and leaving it in the Įeld or hanging it on 
a bush. Neospora is a parasite oŌen present in dog mess. This parasite can live in the 
environment for months, posing a signiĮcant risk to livestock. Neospora can also survive in 
silage as the parasite's oocysts can persist through the fermentaƟon process. CaƩle are 
infected by grazing or eaƟng contaminated feeds, leading to potenƟal aborƟons or 
sƟllbirths. It’s therefore important that dog walkers acknowledge that dogs are deĮniƟve 
hosts for the parasite and their faeces are a key risk factor.  

Unrelated, the Toxocara roundworm parasite, can also be present in dog faeces. If the eggs from the faeces are ingested, 
they can hatch into larvae. While most people don't develop severe symptoms, a larva can someƟmes get trapped in the 
eye, causing ocular toxocariasis, leading to inŇammaƟon, reduced vision, and potenƟally permanent blindness. Young 
children are at higher risk. Dog owners - please pick up aŌer your pets on farmland and in public areas.  

"Life's tragedy is that we get old too soon and wise too late." Benjamin Franklin 

David Ball 
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Rotas for October 2025 

 Sidesperson Readers Readings Kemble 
Ňowers 

Poole Keynes 
Cleaning/ 
Flowers 

Somerford Keynes 
Flowers & Cleaning 

5 October Keith Miles HARVEST 
SERVICE 

Habakkuk 1.1-4; 2.1-4 
2 Timothy 1.1-14 
Luke 17.5-10  

Anne 
Wilton 

Di Flowers: L Ireland 
Cleaning:  
Sandy CroŌs 
Alexia Goldman 
Tracy Quidley 

12 
October 

Howard Davies Colin & 
Binnie Rank 

2 Kings 5.1-3,7-15c  
2 Timothy 2.8-15 
Luke 17.11-19 

Anne 
Wilton 

Di Flowers: L Ireland 
Cleaning:  
Sandy CroŌs 
Alexia Goldman 
Tracy Quidley 

19 
October 

Colin Rank MORNING 
SOURCE 

Genesis 32.22-31 
2 Timothy 3.14 - 4.5 
Luke 18.1-8 

Linda Day Di Flowers: L Ireland 
Cleaning:  
Sandy CroŌs 
Alexia Goldman 
Tracy Quidley 

26 
October 

 COMBINED 
BENEFICE 
SERVICE 

Isaiah 45.22-25 
Romans 15.1-6 
Luke 4.16-24 

Linda Day Di Flowers: L Ireland 
Cleaning:  
Sandy CroŌs 
Alexia Goldman 
Tracy Quidley 

2 
November 

Pat Ferris Keith & 
Judith 
Miles 

Daniel 7.1-3,15-18 
Ephesians 1.11-23 
Luke 6.20-31 

Pat Ayres Sue H Flowers:  
P Broadbent 
Cleaning:  
Val Brassington 
Lynda Isherwood 
Marcia Timbrell 

Church Wardens 

Kemble Jill Kingston 07798 830287 / 771133  
Poole Keynes George Collins 770698 Tom Grand 
Somerford Keynes David CroŌs Sussanne Lock 

Deadline for November magazine: October 21st 

Events across the Diocese: 
More details for these at gloucester.anglican.org/events  

Impact weekend 2025, St Andrew’s Church, Churchdown, GL3 2JT, 10 to 12 October  
A weekend of worship, teaching, fellowship and fun, including a quiz night, a hog roast, 
and kids and youth events. hƩps://stastb.churchsuite.com/events/i1lc2qhb 

A Blackbird Sang – a fesƟval of words and music, St Mary the Virgin Church, 10 to 12 
October.  
An upcoming weekend of music, poetry and worship at St Mary’s Church, Dymock, inspired by the Dymock poets. 
hƩps://gloucester.anglican.org/event/a-blackbird-sang-a-fesƟval-of-words-and-music/ 

Museum of the moon, Tewkesbury Abbey, Church Street, Tewkesbury, GL50 5RZ, 16 October to 4 November.  
A lunar installaƟon by Luke Jerram, illuminaƟng the Abbey with light, sound and wonder.  
hƩps://www.tewkesburyabbey.org.uk/themoon/ 

Poppy Fields by Luxmuralis, Gloucester Cathedral Nave, College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LX, 17 to 25 October 

An immersive Luxumarlis installaƟon, combining projecƟons, poetry readings by Eddie Redmayne, and opportuniƟes to 
support the Royal BriƟsh Legion. hƩps://gloucestercathedral.org.uk/whats-on/poppy-Įelds-by-luxmuralis 
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At Your Service – Please Support our Advertisers 

Phone No Cirencester (01285) unless stated otherwise M: Mobile 

Accountants Wenn Townsend, Gosditch Street, Cirencester 659778 

Builder B.R.Gardner, Church Farm Barns, Poole Keynes 770649 

Curtains, Blinds and 

Cushions 

Harris & Rose Interiors, Ashton Road, Leigh 

www.harrisandrose.co.uk 

Sophie&harrisandrose.co.uk 

Dentist, Dental Clinic Richard Elsey BDS MSc FDS RCS – Elsey and Elsey,  

7 Sudeley Drive, South Cerney 

860712 

Electrical Contractors D.L.Hayward Electrical Ltd. 15 Station Road, Kemble M: 07773 926747 

770770 

Firewood (Barn-dried) John Hiscock, Church Farm, Poole Keynes.  

Ready to burn registered 

07932 459314 

770271 

Funeral Directors A.Slade and Son, 35 Dyer Street, Cirencester Day/Night 656336 

Oil & Gas, Plumbing & 

Heating, Aga, etc 

D.W.Dunn Ltd. Unit 3, Purlieus Farm, Ewen, 

Cirencester Glos  

enquiries@dwdunn.co.uk 

771001 

Orthodontist Maggie Elsey BDS FDS RCPS. M’DENT SC(orth) M’orth 
RCS – Specialist Orthodontist – Elsey and Elsey Dental 

Clinic, 7 Sudeley Drive, South Cerney 

860712 

Osteopath (including 

Cranial osteopathy) 

Cricklade Osteopaths: Kelly Haines and associates,  

12 High Street, Cricklade SN6 6AP. 

                                                 Online booking available at 

01793 750504 

 

www.crickladeosteopaths.com 

Gas Heating/ 

Domestic Plumbing 

James Telling 078881 405644 

Post Office, 

Newsagent & Village 

Stores 

K Chudasama, Kemble Stores, Windmill Road, Kemble 770201 

Printers/Stationers Swiftprint, Silver Street, Cirencester 655925 

Security Alarms C.I.A., Fire and Security Ltd Cirencester based Family-

run NSI GOLD Approved Installer of Alarms CCTV, Fire, 

Keyholding and Gate Automation. 

651025 

 

www.ciafireandsecurity.co.uk 

Water softeners, drinking 

water filters & salt 

Gloucestershire Softeners,  

Unit 3 Purlieus Barn, Ewen, Cirencester GL7 

6BY 

770002 

www.gloucestershire-softeners.co.uk 

Window & Gutter 

Cleaning Service 

Cirencester Business Cleaning Services 771360 

M: 07834 457220 

 

Other useful numbers Samaritans 116123 (free) 

Cirencester Hospital 0300 421 6200 Cotswold Water Park 

Trust 

01793 752413 

District Councillor,  

Mike McKeown 

Mike.mckeown@cotswold.gov.uk MP Dr Roz Savage Roz.savage.mp@parliament.uk 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 Action Fraud 0300 123 2040 

Anti-terrorist Hotline 0800 789 321 NSPCC Helpline 0808 800 5000 

British Transport Police 0800 40 50 40 Childline 0800 1111 

Victim Support Glos  

(closes 8pm) 

0808 281 0112 Emergency 999 or 112 

Victim Support 24 hours 0808 16 89 111 Police Non Emergency 101 or 01452 726920 

Victim Information service 0808 168 9293 RSPCA 0300 1234 999 

To advertise on the back page, please contact Tony Ferris on tonyferris804@gmail.com 

mailto:Mike.mckeown@cotswold.gov.uk
mailto:Roz.savage.mp@parliament.uk
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