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May Services 
All our services are for everyone so please join wherever you wish and all visitors are always welcome. We are one church 
family with several buildings and many villages. In addiƟon to ‘normal’ worship services in our buildings everyone is 
invited to join the services that are streamed online from All Saints Kemble. To join these please go to the Thameshead 
website: www.thamesheadchurches.org.uk and select the LIVESTREAM buƩon, from here you can join our worship live or 
share in recent services at any convenient Ɵme. We have a calendar on the website which will be kept up to date. 

If you would like help or assistance please message us at office@thamesheadchurches.org.uk and we will get in touch 
with you. 

 May services 
03.05.26 Easter 5 10.00 Kemble Morning Prayer with Source Seekers (streamed) 
    10.00 Poole Keynes Morning Prayer 
    11.00 Rodmarton Morning Prayer 
    11.00 Frampton Mansell Holy Communion 

    11.00 Somerford Keynes Morning Prayer 
10.05.26 Easter 6 10.00 Coates Benefice Holy Communion 
    11.00 Tarlton Rogation service 
14.05.26 Ascension Day 18.00 Rodmarton Holy Communion 
17.05.26 Easter 7 9.30 Coates Morning Prayer followed by APCM 
    10.00 Poole Keynes Morning Prayer 
    11.00 Kemble Source Ascension Picnic in Windmill Park 
    11.00 Frampton Mansell Morning Prayer 
    11.00 Rodmarton Morning Prayer 
    11.00 Somerford Keynes Holy Communion 
24.05.26 Pentecost 08.00 Tarlton Holy Communion BCP 
    10.00 Poole Keynes Combined Benefice Holy Communion 
    11.00 Rodmarton Holy Communion 
31.05.26 Trinity Sunday 9.30 Coates Holy Communion 
    10.00 Kemble Morning Prayer followed by APCM 
    10.00 Poole Keynes Morning Prayer 
    11.00 Rodmarton Morning Prayer 
 June services 

07.06.26 Trinity 1 9.30 Coates Morning Prayer 
    10.00 Kemble Morning Prayer with Source Seekers (streamed) 
    10.00 Poole Keynes Holy Communion 

    11.00 Sapperton Holy Communion 

    11.00 Rodmarton Said Morning Prayer followed by The Big Lunch 

    11.00 Somerford Keynes Morning Prayer 

Kemble Fete - Saturday 9th May 2026 – Work Party 

Kemble Fete 2026 is fast approaching and if anyone is willing to volunteer to help at either the start or end of the day or 

both, they would be very welcome. 

We will be meeƟng at 9.00am on Saturday 9th May at Kemble House and construcƟon is normally finished by around 

11.30am.  Do drop in or provide whatever Ɵme you may have that day. 

 

The Fete starts at 2.00pm and is normally over just aŌer 4.00pm, when help with the deconstrucƟon would be appreci-

ated. 

If you have a gazebo that you would be willing to loan the fete for the day, please let me know. 

Many thanks in advance for all offers of assistance.  

 

Ian Czapiewski 



  

3 
 

View from Woodstock 

 

I wonder if you are good with house plants. I like having the greenery in the house but, apart from a spider 

plant, I’m not very good with them. About fiŌeen years ago I was given a cyclamen as a Christmas present. 

Knowing how many I had been given before and how they had died, almost instantly I just stuck it on the 

kitchen window sill   - and there it has flourished! This Lent the plant began to look sickly and by Palm Sunday 

I was convinced it was dead – I don’t know why I didn’t throw it out – too lazy? A good thing I didn’t because 

by Easter it had survived and is now looking healthy again.  Is that a bit like us? I think it can apply to me. Life 

is full of ups and downs. One week you feel on top of the world and then the next really down in the dumps. 

As I write we have just celebrated Easter, spring is here; Our back lawn is a mass of golden celandine. Shining 

in the warm sunshine.  Isn’t it amazing that Jesus, at Easter, suffered for each and every one of us. He died for 

us but on the third day he rose and opened the gates of heaven for all of us.       

 

 Halleluiah, Christ is risen! 
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                              Kemble Church, Eco Church 

Kemble Church holds one of 3000 Eco Church awards, which help churches to care 
for God’s creaƟon.  

The results are now in for the Big Garden Birdwatch. Sadly, numbers of many com-

mon species, including robins and blackbirds, have decreased since last year. There is even worse news for 

greenfinches and chaffinches, and research has shown that garden bird feeders are contribuƟng by spread-

ing trichomonosis, which affects the throat and gullet, making it difficult for birds to swallow food. The RSPB 

has issued new advice on feeding birds: in parƟcular to stop using bird tables altogether and to only use 

seed and peanut feeders from November to April. 

The best way to support garden birds is to encourage natural sources of food, such as insects and their lar-

vae through planƟng wildflowers and leaving berries and seed heads. Leaving some (or all) grass uncut dur-

ing No Mow May also contributes to the supply of fresh food.  

There is advice on the RSPB website about how to support the birds in your garden: hƩps://

www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/news/how-to-help-garden-birds 

Here are some other ways we can join in: 

May is National Walking Month - as women are more likely to make multi-purpose journeys, such as com-
bining school drop-offs, care responsibilities and errands within a single trip, Living Streets encourages wom-
en to go for a walk for their own enjoyment. 
No Mow May - freeing us from hours of mowing to appreciate the beauty of our wildflowers and insects. 
27 April – 3 May - National Gardening Week – share your passion for plants. You can find tips and advice on 
the RHS website. 
3 May - International Dawn Chorus Day – In the UK the dawn chorus is at its peak just before and just after 
sunrise (5.33am), so ideally you would be sitting still with a cup of something warm around 5am. 
3-9 May - Hedgehog awareness week – for advice on looking after them, including the fundraising cam-
paign:  https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/  
9 May – Litter picking – meet at the Tavern at 10.30 – all welcome. Cirencester Repair Café will also be open 
from 10.00 – 13.00 at the Baptist Church. 
9 May – Kemble Church Fête – if you have good quality toys or gifts that are looking for a new home, the toy 
stall and the regifting stall will be happy to take them – and it’s a good opportunity to find some lovely pre-
sents. Details for donations in the Fête advertisement. 
 
Rachel and JulieƩe Jago on behalf of Kemble PCC 



  

5 
 

News from Kemble Community Gardens  

Remembering Gabi Somerville  

On Saturday 18 April more than 40 people gathered 
in the gardens on a lovely spring evening to cele-
brate the life of Gabi Somerville. Gabi was a co-
founder of the community gardens and fought hard 
to protect them when they were threatened with de-
velopment. She was passionate about the commu-

nity and the environment, caring for nature in all its forms and generous with her gardening 
knowledge and resources.  

Jean gave a tribute, we toasted Gabi, and Alistair planted a Himalayan Bashir Silver Birch – a tree 
from a place she had always wanted to visit.  To reflect her love of nature everyone present was in-
vited to throw a wildflower seed bomb into the bed around the tree. Do come and see – it’s in the 
bed opposite the pond, by the main gate. 

KCG working parties  

Various working parties generated enough rubbish to fill a skip. All of this has been taken to Tetbury 
to be sorted and recycled, so it won’t end up in landfill. 

Save the date 

27 September – Apple Fun Day (details to follow). 
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Roger Pettit 30th June 1947-6th March 2026 

Roger built a career in the energy sector for over 40y ears working with teams across England, 
Wales and Scotland and his colleagues wrote that he was an incredible boss- demanding and chal-
lenging in the best way. He pushed people to be better and if something mattered he would find a 
way to make it happen. 

We in Kemble found this too as during his long term of office as a past Kemble and Ewen Parish 
Council chairman he approached everything with energy, purpose and with a smile. 

At the funeral in All Saints Church Kemble on 31st March the family requested that the bells should 
be rung before the service as Roger loved to hear them, all part of the community life which Roger 
loved so much. 

Christopher and Richard twin sons of Roger spoke so movingly and lovingly of their father during the 
service saying his support, guidance and care had given them a good basis for living their lives. Shar-
ing time with them fishing, watching football, love of cars and enjoying their children, his grand chil-
dren. 

Family meant everything to Roger and we in Kemble and Ewen thank the family as Roger’s contribu-
tion to the ‘village community’ was very much appreciated. 

We send our deepest condolences to his wife Christine, sons Christopher, Richard and families. 

Pat Ayres MBE 

 

 

 

Kemble and Ewen Women’s Institute 
 

All welcome to join the ladies of Kemble and Ewen 
W. I. to hear all about the history of the Bristol Old 
Vic ( Theatre Royal) presented by Sara Gray on 

Thursday 21st May at 3pm in the Tavern Function 
room. Delicious cakes and hot drinks. Visitors con-

tribute just £5 each. 

 
Further details about the group please contact the 

secretary Pat Ayres 01285 770385  

200 Club Winners – Kemble Village Hall   

The draws for the first four months of the 2026—200 
Club took place during the Village Hall Quiz on    

Saturday 25th April. Congratulations to our winners: 

January – Ticket: Sharon Rimmer 

February – Ticket: Angela Griffith 

March – Ticket: Hugh Browne 

April – Ticket: Linda and Rob Day 
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Poole Keynes News 

Poole Keynes Film Club  

Friday 8th May 2026 

2pm and 8pm 

Poole Keynes Village Hall 

    Genre Drama  Cert 12A 

         Run time 111mins 

The Penguin Lessons is based on a true story, featuring Ste-
ve Coogan. It follows Tom Michell, a disillusioned British 
teacher in 1976 Argentina who rescues an oil-covered pen-
guin named Juan Salvador from a Uruguay beach. The pen-
guin transforms his life and the school community amidst the 
country’s political instability, bringing joy, compassion, and 

healing to all he meets. 

If you would like to join us as a guest for this film the cost is £4 per person To book please email pkfilm-
club23@gmail.com  as seating is limited and booking is essential 

This will be the last film for the 25/26 season and we will resume for our 25th Anniversary season on Friday 
11th September  

 

Poole Keynes 100 Club  

Number 27 Katy Messenger 

Congratulations to the lucky winner   

Somerford Keynes Open Garden and Family Fun Afternoon 
 

The annual Somerford Keynes Open Garden and Family Fun Afternoon will be held at Croft House on Saturday 13 
June from 2pm to 4pm by kind permission of Sir Richard and Sissy Needham.  

 
There will be organised games for children and the opportunity to explore the beautiful grounds and Arboretum of 

Croft House.  
 

Tea and cakes will be served as well as Pimms.  
There will be a raffle, a Wall of Bids and stalls of second hand books and preserves. 

 
Everyone is most welcome.  

 
We do need your help in 

donating cakes, 
serving teas, 

donating prizes for the raffle and Wall of Bids 
Helping to set up the event on the morning of 13 June 

 
Contact Paula Eales or Ronnie Dunn 

Somerford Keynes News 

Somerford Keynes Coffee Morning 

 

The monthly coffee morning will take place on Thursday 21 May from 1030 to 1200 in the village hall.  Everyone is warmly invit-

ed to come and enjoy hot drinks and cake, browse the book stall and produce stalls and catch up with friends and neighbours.  
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Farming Matters 

It’s nice to see a little colour coming back into the countryside after what seems to have been a long, 
cold, wet winter. Although spring appeared somewhat reluctant to show its full glory, we can now ap-
preciate the usual seasonal colours. Early March saw the white flowers of the Blackthorn which produc-
es flowers before its leaves and ultimately produces sloes in the autumn. The flowering Blackthorn is 
often associated with a false spring, with more cold weather to come. That was certainly the case this 
year. We are now enjoying the white flowers of the Hawthorn in our hedgerows, a completely different 
species, which produces leaves first then flowers, and eventually produces the red hawthorns in au-
tumn. More seasonal colour is provided by a carpet of bluebells and the white flowers of the wild garlic 
seen in many wooded areas locally and the strong yellow flowers of the oilseed rape crop, brightening 
up our fields. 

Oilseed rape is a member of the cabbage family and is reliant on insects for pollination to pro-
duce the small black seeds which will be harvested in late July for their oil content. However, 
beekeepers report a very disappointing spring with many hives being lost due to the prolonged 
cold, wet weather earlier in the year. The extremely wet conditions of early 2026 ranked as one 
of the wettest on record for parts of England, experiencing over 50 consecutive days of rain in 
some areas, with 230% of the long-term average rainfall. March rainfall however was below nor-
mal for much of England providing some relief. Nature has a way of levelling up so hopefully 
plants relying on pollinators get the service they need. 

Tractors have been busy in the fields in recent weeks as crops sown last autumn like wheat and 
oilseed rape need feeding with essential nutrients. Farmers can now get out into the fields to cultivate and plant spring sown 
crops like malting barley, maize and potatoes. This has been an ideal year to gain the most benefit from cover crops. Rather 
than leave fields empty over winter and vulnerable to nutrient loss through leaching or run-off, cover crops are planted fol-
lowing harvest to soak up the residual nutrients, avoiding these potential losses during periods of heavy rain. The cover crop 
is destroyed in spring, mulched into the soil and the nutrients released as the vegetation breaks down, making them availa-
ble to the spring planted crop. This age-old practice has come into its own this year with ideal planting conditions in the au-
tumn, heavy winter rainfall and good planting conditions in the spring.  

But all is not rosy in the farmyard. The Iran war has disrupted supplies of not only oil but fertilisers as well. Diesel used by 
farmers for field operations and drying crops does not carry the same level of fuel duty that road diesel used by motorists 
and hauliers does. So, increases in crude oil prices has a greater impact on farm diesel, which is coloured red to differenti-
ate it from white road diesel. Red diesel has doubled in price since the war broke out.  

Although diesel fuel represents only around 5% of the total crop production costs, the doubling of any cost will have a signifi-
cant impact. The real pain comes from increased fertiliser costs. The UK imports roughly 60% of its total nitrogen fertilis-
er requirement. While the EU provides most ammonium nitrate, the Middle East and North Africa are significant suppliers of 
urea. Fertiliser prices have risen by 40% in some cases in recent weeks. These price rises will have a greater impact on 
crop production costs as fertilisers represent around 35% of the total costs.  

Natural gas is a major requirement for fertiliser manufacture so even without shipping disruption, fertiliser production costs 
will increase significantly with fuel cost increases. There may be a delayed effect as most farmers will have bought fertiliser 
for the 2026 season before the Middle East crisis erupted. Consumer Price Index inflation was 3% immediately prior to the 
Iran war but Agflation (a measure of farm input inflation) is currently running at 7.6%. Of course, the whole food supply chain 
is very dependent on fuel for transport and processing, so food costs are likely to rise sharply if the conflict continues for any 
length of time. 

May Day in the UK originates from ancient pagan festivals, primarily the Celtic festival of Beltane, 
marking the start of summer with fertility rituals. Traditionally celebrated on May 1st, it evolved to in-
clude dancing around a maypole and crowning a May Queen.  Celebrated as the first day of summer it 
included fire festivals to bless livestock and ensure fertility. The first official May Day Bank Holiday was 
established in 1978, often linking traditional spring celebrations with International Workers' Day. 

Have a great May Bank Holiday 
David Ball 
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Rotas for May 2026  

 Church Wardens 

Kemble Jill Kingston 07798 830287 / 771133   
Poole Keynes George Collins 770698 Tom Grand  
Somerford Keynes David CroŌs Sussanne Lock 

  Sidesperson Readers Readings Kemble Flowers Poole Keynes 

Clean/Flowers 

Somerford Keynes  

3rd May 

  

Stephen 

Lambert -
Humble 

  

MarƟn WhiƩle 

Karen Lambert- 

Humble 

Acts 7.55-end 

Genesis 8.1-19 or 1 Peter 
2.2-10 
Psalm 31.1-5, 15-16 

John 14.1-14 

Kelsie Hall 

Sue Timbrell 

and Margaret 

Bush  

Flowers::  M. Munroe 

Cleaning:  Helen Sweet 

Aideen McAvoy-Wilding 

Paula Eales 

10th May 

Benefice Holy 

Communion 

Coates  

 

Acts 17.22-31 
Psalm 66.7-end 
Genesis 8.20-9.17 or 1 
Peter 3.13-end 
John 14.15-21 

Linda Day 

Sue Timbrell 

and Margaret 

Bush  

Flowers:  H. Sweet 

Cleaning:  Helen Sweet 

Aideen McAvoy-Wilding 

Paula Eales 

17th May Source Picnic  Source Team 

Acts 1.6-14 
Psalm 68.1-10, 32-end 
Ezekiel 36.24-28 or 1 
Peter 4.12-14, 5.6-11 
John 17.1-11  

Linda Day 

Sue Timbrell 

and Margaret 

Bush  

Flowers:  H. Sweet 

Cleaning:  Helen Sweet 

Aideen McAvoy-Wilding 

Paula Eales 

24th May 

  

Benefice Service 

Poole Keynes 

 

Acts 2.1-21 

Psalm 104.25-35, 37 

Numbers 11.24-30 or 1 

Corinthians 12.3b-13 

Binnie Rank 

Sue Timbrell 

and Margaret 

Bush  

Flowers:  P. Handover 

Cleaning:  Helen Sweet 

Aideen McAvoy-Wilding 

Paula Eales 

7th June MarƟn WhiƩle  

Stephen Lambert-
Humble 

Binnie Rank  

Hosea 5.15-6.6 
Psalm 50.7-15 
Romans 4.13-end 
MaƩhew 9.9-13, 18-26  

Wedding 6th 

June 
Di and Sandy  

Flowers:  L. Exley 

Cleaning:   Jean Shearn 
Ronwynne Dunn  

31st May Keith Miles  
Rob Day 

Linda Day  

Isaiah 40.12-17, 27-end 

Psalm 8 

2 Corinthians 13.11-end 

MaƩhew 28.16-end  

Binnie Rank 

Sue Timbrell 

and Margaret 

Bush  

Flowers:  P. Handover 

Cleaning:  Helen Sweet 

Aideen McAvoy-Wilding 

Paula Eales 

Deadline for June magazine: May 20th. 

The Readings from Acts (unƟl Pentecost) must be used  

North Wiltshire Flower Club  

 

Hi again this is Cathy Carroll from North Wiltshire Flower Club and I’m here to tell you about our next Club Meeting on May 
20th 2026.  We have a new demonstrator to us, she is an area demonstrator from Oxfordshire and is called Jackie Page.  I 
feel sure she will be very good. We will raffle her arrangements at the end as always.  Remember your first visit is free and 
we have free cake and coffee/tea at the end.      We meet at  Crudwell Village Hall SN16  9HS every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month at 7 for 7.30 and there is plenty of parking space 

On 17th June we have Fleur White coming to do Musical Memories. 

I also want to remind you too about our trip to David Austin Roses on July 1st.  This is in SW  Worcestershire and as we go by 
coach you will need to book. It should be good fun. It has a café and garden too so please bring your purses as there is lots 
to buy as well as see and smell. 

See you there at all of the above. Or contact us nwvflowerclub@gmail.com or phone us on 07866887851 
Cathy Carroll 
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++ Phone No  Cirencester (01285) unless stated otherwise   M: = Mobile 
Accountants Wenn Townsend, Gosditch House, Cirencester 659778 

Builder B. R. Gardner, Church Farm Barns, Poole Keynes 770649 

Curtains, Blinds  

and Cushions 

Harris and Rose Interiors, Ashton Road, 

Leigh  www.harrisandrose.co.uk 
Sophie@harrisandrose.co.uk 

DenƟst, Dental Clinic Richard Elsey BDS MSc FDS RCS - Elsey and Elsey, 7 Sudeley Drive, South Cerney 860712 

Electrical Contractors D. L. Hayward Electrical Ltd. 15 StaƟon Road, Kemble M: 077 7392 6747 

 770770 

Firewood (Barn-dried) John Hiscock, Church Farm, Poole Keynes.  Ready to burn registered  07932459314 / 

770271  

Funeral Directors A. Slade and Son, 35 Dyer Street, Cirencester Day/Night   656336 

Oil & Gas, Plumbing & 

HeaƟng, Aga, etc 

D. W. Dunn Ltd, Unit 3, Purlieus Barn, Ewen, Cirencester, Glos  

enquiries@dwdunn.co.uk 

771001 

OrthodonƟst Maggie Elsey BDS FDS RCPS. M’DENT SC(orth) M’orth RCS- Specialist Orthodon-

Ɵst  Elsey and Elsey Dental Clinic, 7 Sudeley Drive, South Cerney 

860712 

Osteopath (including 

Cranial osteopathy) 

Cricklade Osteopaths: Kelly Haines and associates, 12 High Street, Cricklade 

SN6 6AP. Online booking available at www.crickladeosteopaths.com 

 

01793 750504 

Post Office, Newsagent 

& Village Stores 

K Chudasama, Kemble Stores, Windmill Road, Kemble 770201 

Printers/StaƟoners SwiŌprint, Silver Street, Cirencester 655925 

Security Alarms C.I.A, Fire and Security Ltd Cirencester based Family-run NSI GOLD Approved 

Installer of Alarms CCTV, Fire, Keyholding and Gate AutomaƟon. 

www.ciafireandsecurity.co.uk 

651025 

Water soŌeners, drink-

ing water filters & salt 

Gloucestershire SoŌeners, Unit 3 Purlieus Barn, Ewen, Cirencester GL7 6BY 

www.gloucestershire-soŌeners.co.uk 

770002 

Window & GuƩer 

Cleaning Service  

Cirencester Business Cleaning Services   771360 

   M: 07834457220  

Gas HeaƟng/DomesƟc 

Plumbing 

James Telling,  Apsley Road,  Cirencester  07881 405644  

Planning ApplicaƟon 

Drawings 

Drawings prepared for extensions, conversions, garages and outbuildings. 

Plans produced for planning approval only. Katy Messenger, Poole Keynes. 
07364 128983 

Other useful numbers   
Cirencester Hospital 0300 421 6200 Cotswold Water Park Trust 01793 752413 

District Councillor, Mike McKeown mike.mckeown@cotswold

.gov.uk  

MP Dr Roz Savage roz.savage.mp@parliament.

uk  
Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 Action Fraud 0300 123 2040 

Anti-terrorist Hotline 0800 789-321 NSPCC Helpline 0808 800 5000 

British Transport Police 0800 40 50 40 Childline 0800 1111 

Victim support Glos (closes 8pm) 0808 281 0112 Emergency 999 or 112 

Victin Support 24hrs 0808 168 9111 Police Non Emergency 101 or 01452 726920 

Victim information service 0808 168 9293 RSPCA 0300 1234 999 

Samaritans 116 123   

At Your Service—Please Support our AdverƟsers 

To advertise on the back page, please contact Mark Wilton at durlstonsk@aol.com  


