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Services April 2021 

Each Sunday the Benefice is hosting two virtual services: 

Family Worship every Sunday at 9.30am – 9.50m by Zoom 

Private secure link for safeguarding purposes – please 
contact Trevor for joining instructions 

Benefice Service at 10am – livestream worship (service 
sheet and link on thamesheadchurches.org.uk  

 

Until now this has been on YouTube from the worship leader’s home. However, on Easter morning we had the 
first livestream Benefice Service from Kemble using The Sunday Service. For now, it is intended that there will 
continue to be a livestream Benefice service: details and links will continue to be available on the website. 
The Benefice Service is followed by coffee on Zoom – again the link can be found on the website. Please bring 
your own coffee. 

In addition there is an informal service on Zoom at 6pm on the fourth Sunday in the month. The next of these 
will take place Sunday 25 April. This is a service where we have a chance to sing, but (fortunately, in my case) 
everyone stays on mute for that part. 

Details of the lectionary readings are listed at the back of the magazine, so we can follow these and share a 
bond with all who are following the liturgy. 

 

Churchwardens  
 

Kemble Stephen Lambert-Humble 077 8673 8824 Mark Wilton 771581 
Poole Keynes George Collins 770698 John Hiscock 
Somerford Keynes David Crofts Sussanne Lock 

 

Parish News is edited by a series of guest editors – would you like to join the team?  It would mean preparing just a few 

magazines a year.  If you’d be interested, please drop us an email on parishnewsthb@gmail.com  

We are trying to work towards our normal production pattern and for this magazine will be produced on line and in 

print: the deadline for the May magazine will be 19th April.  

 

Little Fishes  

Sorry – no Little Fishes for now 

Bible Study 

For details of current Bible Study 
please join via our website link 

TIME OUT 

For details of Time Out please 
see the website  

 

 

Coronavirus – vaccine warning  

An important lesson... A friend had his second dose of 
vaccine at the vaccination centre. Shortly afterwards he 
began to have blurred vision and struggled to get home. 

He rang the vaccination centre and asked if he should go 
straight to the hospital for help. He was told NOT to go to 
the hospital, but instead to return at once to the 
vaccination centre and pick up his glasses…. 
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Dear Friends 

Happy Easter! 

Easter is of course the heart of our faith story, it is the complete revelation of God’s eternal plan for re-new-all. 
Easter is about both the hope of and the fulfilment of the promise. 

As you know I am not keen on February, a dreary cold end of winter time when what I want is warmth in the 
sun and new life from the soil but by April we have that don’t we. Already our garden is full of flowering 
primroses, daffodils and hellebores and so many plants are budding up ready to go for growth, the songbirds 
are establishing territory in glorious song while upgrading their nest sites. Hope for the warm days of growth 
ahead is all around us. 

All of this was true last year too, indeed April was amazing wasn’t it. But! There was definitely a ‘but’ last year. 
That is a powerful little word isn’t it, able to move us from one emotion to another with just three letters. Last 
year we were in the grip of the first pandemic lockdown as coronavirus spread and our hospitals filled. Last 
year fear and grief were common even as the birds nested and the sun shone. This year coronavirus is still 
with us but human skill and ingenuity has improved clinical care and provided vaccines that will protect the 
majority of our population in an amazingly short period of time. Many of us will already have received at least 
one dose or will do so soon (mine is booked). This spring there is a new hope blossoming in our communities 
as well as in our gardens and fields. 

It seems to me that it is therefore a good time to take time to reflect on the last year. Many of us still need to 
grieve for those we have lost and for the events we have missed but I suspect we fall broadly into two groups. 
Those who wish everything could be reset as it was and those who believe this is an opportunity to embed 
some permanent changes in our communities. The pandemic has shaken up our world and some things need 
to be replaced where they belong, some need to be moved to a more (or less) prominent position and some 
might be boxed up out of sight in the attic. That is true for us as individuals and as communities. For example, 
I totally loved the way so many volunteers have been available to support and help everyone in our villages 
and we need to continue to build up that community life. There are so many examples in scripture of God 
instructing his people to behave unselfishly, to support the widow, the orphan, the foreigner and not take 
advantage of them. Jesus of course said love God with all you are and love your neighbour as yourself. If we 
can do those three lots of loving our world will be transformed. 

Transformation is at the heart of the Easter story. In church we have been thinking about holiness quite a lot, 
and God’s call to us to ‘be holy because I am holy’ but what does holiness look like? If we can answer that 
question it will help but of course only God is holy so holy looks like God. A circular position, except that Jesus 
is God, he is born of Mary, he shares her genetic code but he is also God unchanged from before creation. 
Therefore, when we look at Jesus we see holiness and can know what God is like. Jesus is the most powerful 
and influential person ever to walk the earth, yet his life shares more in common with the ordinary than the 
extraordinary. He was not locked away in a castle, he didn’t need massive bodyguards or bullet proof cars and 
private jets. He loved to meet anyone and everyone and he knew how to love them all from the diseased and 
poverty stricken to the ruling elite. Holiness looks like that and we all know we are not it, we all have our 
moments however good we are and that is why Jesus allows himself to be crucified, to be killed as a holy gift 
for us. Perhaps the most powerful expression of holiness is in the giving of self, confidently and completely for 
others and nothing reveals that like Jesus’ death. He knows what we need in the long term and he does it. 
Short term pain, long term gain (for us). Jesus’ death is all about us and is the ultimate expression of love 
fulfilled in renewed life and love with God. The name Jesus means God rescues or God saves. I don’t know 
what image that brings to mind for you, I remember my mum stuck halfway up the cliff at Tintagel, not able to 
go forward or back for fear of the drop and needing to be led to safety. We all need rescuing and that is what 
Jesus comes to do, to save us from ourselves and lead us into a new life, new growth, new hope and new love 
with God and with each other. 

May your Easter be full of this love, may you be renewed by Jesus’ love today, may your life be refilled by the 
Holy Spirit who brings life to all God’s people. 

With love and prayers 

Trevor Kemp, Rector 

Tel: 01285 770550 Email:  rector@thamesheadchurches.org.uk 
For those with access to the internet the following links will take you to our website pages:  
For the calendar:    http://thamesheadchurches.org.uk/calendar/  
For an outline of all our Sunday services: http://www.thamesheadchurches.org.uk/services/ 
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As the UK returns to work shortly, what effects will separation have on your beloved pets? 

The UK has been in official lock down since 23rd March, but many have been staying in doors with ill health much earlier 
than that – I for instance, had many, many weeks ill with a cough and sore throat prior to the UK announcing we even had 
a problem. It has been a roller-coaster for many, some being completely caught in fear and worry while others were 
flouting the rules and going out anyway. I do hope everyone reading this, is well and I hope you have had no family 
bereavements – if you have, our deepest sympathy goes out to you and your family. 

Anxiety, fear and depression doesn’t only affect us humans; if you have pets then they will feel these effects also. The 
outlets for anxiety include excitement, chewing, general destruction, whining, shaking, digging, excessive barking, 
urinating and defecating. This behaviour isn’t done for some human psychology reasoning like revenge or spite towards 
their owners, it is purely to reduce and relieve tension they are feeling through you, and the atmosphere of fear we have 
been all living in, so punishing a dog for these behaviours only makes matters worse. 

For me, this time has been amazing to actually spend 24/7 with the dogs which I love so much, to play and walk with 
them, with no worries I am having to skip work. However, for many of us, this time is now coming to an end and with 
added stress about returning to work, whether from home, in an office or factory we will all have to leave our best friends 
behind. This anxiety will be very hard on your dogs too, who have now got used to having their ‘pack’ around them 24/7. 
So what effects will separation now have on your beloved pets? 

What causes separation anxiety 

It's not fully understood why some dogs suffer from separation anxiety and others don't. But remember, your dog's 
behaviours are part of a panic response.  

These are some of the scenarios that can trigger separation anxiety 

• Being left alone for the first time. 

• Being left alone when accustomed to constant human contact. 

• Suffering a traumatic event, such as time at a shelter or boarding kennel. 

• Change in the family's routine or structure, or the loss of a family member or other pet. 

Symptoms of separation anxiety, loneliness and depression in your doggy companion 

• Digging and scratching at doors or windows attempting to reunite with their owners 

• Destructive chewing 

• Howling, barking and whining 

• Urination and defecation (even with otherwise house-trained dogs) 

If your dog seems to worry when you're heading out, destroys stuff when you leave the house, follows you from room to 
room when you're home, goes berserk when you come back and seems to be eyeing you suspiciously even before you 
leave—you may be dealing with a case of separation anxiety. 

Some of the most common ways to help 

• Don't make a big deal out of arrivals and departures — 
ignore your dog for the first few minutes until calmness is 
restored and then calmly pet them. 

• Leave your dog with recently worn clothes that smell like 
you. 

• Start by leaving your dog in 5 minutes increments, then 
build up the length of time you leave your dog over a week 
to 1 hr 

• Establish a word or action that you use every time you 
leave that tells your dog you'll be back. 

• Consider using an over-the-counter calming product that 
reduces fearfulness in dogs. 

• Find a good dog walker or day-care facility to help bring 
their anxiety levels down and fun into their day. 

Introducing Mocha and Maisy Doggy Playschool. We can help you find that perfect balance of exercise and fun during 
the day and allowing appropriate rest time, while you get on with business – please call and discuss any worries you have 
about taking care of your puppy or dogs when returning to work and we can work out a cost-effective schedule for you 
and your family in this ever-changing world we live in. Providing stability for your dogs, while lessoning your stresses 
when returning to your work.  

 



Somerford Keynes 
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A Glimmer of Light at the end of that Tunnel 
 
Peter and Muriel are gradually compiling another Quiz, which they 
hope to be able to deliver as soon as we are all allowed to meet in 
large enough numbers, realistically probably early October! 
More detail as soon as we can. Any ideas for topics for special rounds 
much appreciated 
 

WELCOME 

As we move back to trying to produce hard copies of Parish News, can we please remind people to let us 

know any news they would like to share. In particular, we know that there have been several house moves 

during the last year. If you are a new arrival, you are very welcome. Our villages are friendly places and in 

normal times you would have been warmly welcomed so please make sure you say hello and look for details 

of events as we gradually open up. 

Stone Stiles in Gloucestershire 

Could you help to discover more? 

Did you know in the main in Gloucestershire there are three types stone of stiles - step, squeeze and slab? 
Step stiles are not so common. For centuries they have provided access across field boundaries to locals 
walking along ancient pathways as they went about their business. Despite the historic value of these stiles 
scores of them have been abandoned and some lost forever.  

Stone stiles are found in many areas of the county including the parish of Kemble. There are examples 
throughout Gloucestershire of the three types of stiles, however step stiles are rare, have you spotted one? 

In 2020 Peter Wilson, a member of CPRE launched ‘The Stone Stile Project’. Peter has extensive 
knowledge of the history of stone stiles but was surprised to learn there was no comprehensive record of stiles 
in neither our county nor apparently elsewhere in the country. In association with CPRE and the Cotteswold 
Naturalists Field Club, Peter’s aim was have a record of every remaining stone stile in Gloucestershire before 
they were lost forever. Through support from these two groups and other keen walkers almost 450 stiles have 
been recorded but it’s known there are at least 100 more stiles yet to be mapped.  

When you are out walking, if you spot a stone stile, or if you know of an existing stile, please photograph it, if 
possible from both sides. Download a Stile Recording Form by going to the CPRE website, 
https://www.cpreglos.org.uk/creating-a-record-of-gloucestershire-stone-stiles/  Please give as much 
information as possible before emailing the form to: peter.wilson@woodchestervalleyvillage.co.uk 

Any ‘duplicate’ stiles are fine as you may have taken a better picture than one already on file.  

With the many sightings of stiles across the county, Peter has now launched Phase 2 of the project. He is 
seeking help on a voluntary basis from local people with an historical knowledge of their own parish; also 
historians, geologists and archaeologist. The aim is to create 
a comprehensive record of the history of the stiles before 
some are ‘lost’ forever. If you can help with the next phase or 
have friends who can, please contact Peter.  

The information received will then be made available to 
develop an interactive App. for the enjoyment of everyone 
who loves the countryside. There is no doubt this will 
encourage more people to explore our wonderful county 
adding to their enjoyment of country walks. It will also help 
wheelchair users and families with children in buggies to plan 
their walks.  

If you would like to make a donation in support of The Stone 
Stile Project please go to the CPRE website where there is a 
‘Just Giving’ page and more details on the Project. 
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Big changes announced at the Cotswold Water Park Trust 

The Cotswold Water Park Trust, the charity dedicated to the conservation and 
enhancement of the Cotswold Water Park, has announced a change of name, a redefined 
Statement of Purpose and the appointment of four new Trustees to the Board. 

The Board of Trustees announced the new name after receiving unanimous approval from the 
members at the EGM held on 10 February. The change was felt necessary following a review 

during the latter part of 2020 of the charities stated aims and purpose and how it is perceived by the public.  

Following external audience development research, numerous internal discussions and focus groups with staff and 
key volunteers, the Board unanimously agreed that the Trust should change its name to Cotswold Lakes Trust to 
better reflect the broader range of its work. 

One of the key findings of the extensive review was a widespread perception that the Cotswold Water Park Trust is 
primarily associated only with the Cotswold Water Park commercial leisure businesses. The confusion between the 
identity of the charity and the commercial operation has therefore undermined any appeal to the public to support 
their charitable work. 

Paul Hazel, Executive Chairman of Cotswold Lakes Trust said “The new name, Cotswold Lakes Trust, will help 
people to better understand who we are, what we do and provide a firmer foundation for the future.” 

“The Cotswold Water Park is an incredible resource and landscape. The 180 lakes spread across 42 square miles 
are rich in history and biodiversity and full of potential,” he added. “The Trust will continue to use our skills and 
limited resources, to assist and guide the Cotswold Water Park’s current and future plans to ensure that wildlife and 
people thrive together.”  

In addition to the new name, the Trust is delighted to announce four new Trustees have been appointed to the 
Board: Barry Butler, Anne Cooper, Duncan Hall and Ed Wilson. The new Trustees bring a wealth of knowledge in 
the areas of fundraising, conservation and sustainable development, commercial operations, financial control and 
governance.  

Ed Wilson, a specialist in designing and managing conservation and sustainable development projects, said “Based 
on my extensive experience with WWF, IUCN, the UN, I am looking forward to supporting the Trust’s staff and 
Trustees to develop innovative solutions to the challenges faced by the Cotswold Lakes Trust.” 

Mike Low, Trustee and Nomination Committee Chairman said that he was delighted with the new Trustee 
appointments “Cotswold Lakes Trust now has nine Trustees with a broad range of skills and experience and with 
Paul’s leadership and direction, we are looking forward to the future where we can continue to work towards 
achieving our charitable objectives.” 

Exciting new project launched to support the recovery of the rare marsh fritillary butterfly to its 
former stronghold in North Wiltshire 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust is delighted to announce that, thanks to the generous response of the public to the plight of 
the endangered marsh fritillary butterfly, it is launching a new project to restore this rare species. 

Late last year, the Trust issued an urgent appeal to raise £49,200 by the end of February.  This was the final 
amount needed to match a grant from Biffa Award, to purchase 44 acres of land at Upper Minety, North Wiltshire. 
The land will quadruple the size of the Trust’s existing nature reserve at Emmett Hill  and provide vital habitat for the 
rare, but once flourishing, marsh fritillary butterfly.   

Donations from many quarters helped the Trust reach the fundraising target ahead of schedule in 
February, unlocking £442,941 of funding from Biffa Award, a multi-million-pound fund that helps to build 
communities and transform lives by awarding grants to environmental projects across the UK.   

Today, the Trust is celebrating the  purchase of the site. Work will begin immediately to make changes to support 
the butterfly’s long-term recovery.  A key part of the Trust’s plan is the introduction of devil’s-bit scabious, a beautiful 
blue flowering plant that is the preferred food of marsh fritillary caterpillars.   

Speaking on behalf of the Trust, Debbie Bentley said:  

“We are absolutely thrilled at the level of public support for this campaign. When we launched the appeal just 
before Christmas, we weren’t sure if we’d reach our target in these difficult times. We’re so grateful for the concern 
shown for this butterfly and the generous personal donations that we have received. Our thanks go out to everyone 
involved, particularly to Biffa Award for recognising the importance of this project”. 

Rachel Maidment, Biffa Award Grants Manager added: “Biffa Award is extremely privileged to be able to support 
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust’s project to purchase 44.6 acres of land to support the long-term recovery of the rare Marsh 
fritillary butterfly. It is hugely important that Biffa Award continues to fund projects like this which seek to restore 
declining species and protect and enhance the habitats that support them. Through our Partnership Grants Scheme 
we are able to make significant grants to projects that introduce, conserve or protect our wildlife, paving the way for 
nature’s recovery on a large scale.” 



Farming Matters 
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I hope you all had a pleasant Easter and enjoyed the taste of traditional, succulent British lamb, rather than too 

much chocolate. British sheep farmers are facing big challenges as a result of Brexit and changes in agricultural 

support. A total of 78,000 farms across the UK care for 33.5 million sheep, but it’s a diverse picture. Over 10,000 

farms have fewer than 20 sheep and almost 10,000 farms have more than 1,000 sheep. One third of our sheep meat 

is exported, 90% of it going to the EU.  

Economics of rearing sheep are questionable at best. Under the EU Common 

Agricultural Policy a typical lowland flock in the UK gets £15,800/year in support 

payments, representing 168% of their profit plus an additional £3,900 in 

environmental payments. A hill farmer, on average, gets £25,500/year in 

support payments equating to 112% of his profit plus £11,300 in environmental 

payments.  

With support payments being phased out by 2027 but an increase of 2% annual growth in demand globally over the 

next 10 years, there is some light at the end of the tunnel if British lamb can fill the gap. The world’s biggest sheep 

meat importers are China and the US but we don’t currently have access to those markets. Some work to do there! 

Unsurprisingly, we have heard a lot in the news recently about vaccines and vaccination. The rapid development, 

validation and production of several Covid-19 vaccines worldwide has been unprecedented. Let’s hope the 

protection it provides the population allows us to return to something a little more like normal.  

The production of a new, more accurate test for Bovine Tuberculosis has taken a little longer. 

Around 100 years ago a skin test was developed for Mycobacterium tuberculosis which has 

been the basis for testing and removing infected animals for decades, as part of the 

Government’s TB eradication programme. The test is very similar to the skin test for humans 

which was routinely carried out on children in recent decades. It relies on assessing the 

immune response to the injection of both Avian and Bovine TB. The down side is that, 

although it has 99.9% specificity, it has only around 80% sensitivity.  So it’s a useful test to 

identify TB infection within a herd but struggles to pinpoint individual animals. So some 

infected animals go undetected, usually caught at a later test. 

The new test simply detects the bacteria in a sample of blood or milk to give a simple yes/no answer. Early trials 

have shown it to have a specificity of 100% and a sensitivity of 95%. In the words of the British Veterinary 

Association, ‘this has the potential to be a game changer in tackling bovine TB’. It could also be used to more 

accurately detect TB in humans. 

This wouldn’t be the first time that cows have shone a light on medical developments 

for humans. In 1796 Edward Jenner, a country doctor from Berkeley, extracted fluid 

from a cowpox blister on the hand of a local milkmaid and injected it into the eight 

year old son of his gardener. He later deliberately infected the boy with smallpox to 

test his theory that he had generated an immune response in the boy. The rest, as 

they say, is history. Vaccination was born, taking its name from the Latin word for 

cow; Vacca. 

We have come a long way since Jenner’s early pioneering experiments using milkmaids and sons of gardening staff. 

I’d like to think there are more robust protocols in place today for testing new medical developments. However, if 

progress on Covid-19 vaccines is possible in less than one year, perhaps developing a new test for TB could take less 

than 100 years. 

David Ball 
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Jean Hyslop Milbank, 9th September 1925 – 18th February 2021 

 

Jean was born in Blantyre, one of four children of a Scottish minister, who moved his family 

from genteel Perth to the rigours of urban Glasgow, where Jean went to school, and then at the early 

age of sixteen to the University of Glasgow, for her father, unusually for the time, believed strongly in 

women’s education. The family moved south to London in 1945 when Jim Maclagan came to lead the 

Church of the Nazarene in the UK, and Jean studied to be a schoolteacher at Maria Gray College. 

Her first teaching position was at the prestigious Camden School for Girls. It was a wrench to leave, 

especially as she was the first schoolmistress there to be allowed to continue to work past marriage, 

but she left to care for her first child John. Long-time residents of Kemble will remember Jean’s 

beloved husband, Douglas, who was a lay reader, choir master and occasional organist at Kemble 

church. Jean actually met him at her father’s church, for his parents too were members of the 

Nazarenes, for whom social outlets – they were denied cinema or dancing – were limited. Douglas 

too was a schoolmaster and later took his young family to what was then the remote Cotswold town 

of Wotton-under-Edge, and Jean toiled up nearly vertical slopes with baby Richard in a heavy pram 

and Janet toddling alongside to Tyndale House where they lived high above the village. 

Jean encouraged her dreamy yet highly able husband to apply for lectureships in colleges of 

education and this took them first to Hessle near Hull and then south again to Wimbledon where 

Douglas became principal of Southlands College, now part of Roehampton University. In Hessle and 

London Jean returned to teaching, astounding her colleagues in Lavender Hill by her ability, without 

ever raising her voice, to bring tough streetwise girls twice her size to order. She had an absolute 

faith both in the value of literature and in her own authority, and it worked. Her ‘A’ level students 

always excelled. She was also a wonderful hostess in her role as principal’s wife to staff and 

students. 

Jean and Douglas fell in love with Kemble Park, when they retired to the village nearly forty 

years ago, and never fell out of love with it. They lavished care on their garden and supported village 

life in any way they could. After Douglas’s stroke, Jean devoted herself to his care for eight years, 

and his loss, along with those of all three of her siblings, left her bereft. Yet she also came into her 

own in later life, spent much time with her grandchildren and latterly great grandchildren and enjoyed 

the chance to travel. She had a gift for friendship and a keen interest in the lives of all she met. Right 

up to her brief final illness, she was keeping up with political events and reading the latest novels. 

Above all, Jean was a woman of natural, unshowy Christian faith. Latterly she had come to 

love the order of Anglican liturgy, and no day was complete without reading from her New Testament 

and Psalms, as well as from her favourite poets. She lived within sight of Kemble Church from her 

kitchen window and appropriately her body lies within its churchyard, surrounded by those of her 

former neighbours and friends. But her spirit, as the rector said in his homily at her funeral, has ‘gone 

to glory’. Heaven, for Jean, was as natural an environment as her own village. 
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Kemble and Ewen 200 Club 

The draw for the first 3 months of 2021 has now taken place. The results are: 

January No 28  Karen Falder from Kemble 

February No 33  Hugh Browne of Kemble 

March  No 71  Mr and Mrs Colin Rank of Kemble 

April  No 58  John and Louis Latimer from Kemble  

Congratulations to you all 

It is never too late if you would like to buy a ticket, you have to be in it, to win it !!! 

Jean 07770 690182 

 

Kemble Church Fête presents 

Kemble & Ewen Scarecrow Trail 

Saturday 15th May, 11am – 5pm 
 

Bringing the community together in a Covid-safe way 
 

FREE ENTRY! 

• From Captain Tom, Prof. Chris Whitty to Lionel Messi, Elton 

John or just a scarecrow – let your imagination run wild! 

 

• Use any materials/ bits and bobs lying around at home – no 

need to use straw! 

 

• Prizes for most creative and most unusual materials 

 

• Complete the online application form (visit Kemble.co.uk or 

our Facebook page) or pick up a form at Kemble Stores 

 

• Check out the internet for lots of scarecrow ideas 

 

• Plant sale at Kemble House (please drop off any donations 

the day before – under the lime tree to the right, just inside 

the gate) 

 

• A map of the trail will be available from Sunday 9th May 
 

 www.kemble.co.uk  

 

Kemble APCM 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place on 25 April. Please check notice boards / the website for 

details. This important meeting is when reports on all aspects of Parish life are received and officers are 

elected for the coming year. Please contact Mark or Stephen for further information, and try to join the meeting 

if you can. Logistics will be clarified as soon as possible. 



General notices 

10 

Kemble and Ewen Women’s Institute 

The next meeting whether it be a zoom or outside in the 
garden at the Tavern socially distancing adhering to the 
government rules it will take place on  
Thursday the April 15th at 3pm.  
We have recently welcomed two new members.  
If you would like to know more what we have planned for this 
year please contact me.  

Pat Ayres secretary 770385.  
 

Cirencester Eating Disorder  
self help support group  

(this group covers all of Gloucestershire 
and beyond)  

working in partnership with National 
BEAT.  

This is a FREE service. (Formed in 2003) 

Fingers crossed the meetings will resume on 
Wednesday the 7th April in Coates 
community hall. This will follow the 
Governments guidelines for vulnerable 
support groups being able to meet safely 
and socially distancing.  

Please contact Pat in confidence on 01285 
770385  email ayrescares50@gmail.com for 
more information.  

Kemble and District Royal British Legion Women’s 
Section  

We will resume meetings very soon. Just checking on the 
availability and if there are any restrictions in local village 
halls. Watch this space! 

Pat Ayres branch Chair/secretary770385 

 

23rd April: St George, our Patron Saint who isn’t English 

The English have a patron saint who isn’t English, about whom next to nothing is known for sure, and who, 
just possibly, may not have existed at all. But that didn’t stop St George being patriotically invoked in many 
battles, notably at Agincourt and in the Crusades, and of course it is his cross that adorns the flags of 
English football fans to this day. 

It’s most likely that St George was a soldier, a Christian who was martyred for his faith somewhere in 
Palestine, possibly at Lydda, in the early fourth century. At some point in the early centuries of the Church 
he became associated with wider military concerns, being regarded as the patron saint of the Byzantine 
armies. There is no doubt that St George was held as an example of the ‘godly soldier’, one who served 
Christ as bravely and truly as he served his king and country.  

The story of George and the dragon is of much later date and no one seems to know where it comes from. 
By the Middle Ages, when George was being honoured in stained glass, the dragon had become an 
invaluable and invariable visual element, so that for most people the two are inseparable. Pub signs have a 
lot to answer for here: ‘The George and Dragon’.  

However, it’s probably more profitable to concentrate on his role as a man who witnessed to his faith in the 
difficult setting of military service, and in the end was martyred for his faithfulness to Christ. 

The idea of the ‘Christian soldier’ was, of course, much loved by the Victorian hymn-writers - ’Onward, 
Christian soldiers!’ The soldier needs discipline. The heart of his commitment is to obedience. The battle 
cannot be avoided nor the enemy appeased. He marches and fights alongside others, and he is loyal to his 
comrades. In the end, if the battle is won, he receives the garlands of victory, the final reward of those who 
overcome evil. 

St George’s Day presents a challenge and an opportunity. The challenge is to distance the message of his 
life from the militarism and triumphalism that can easily attach itself to anything connected to soldiers and 
fighting. The opportunity is to celebrate the ideal of the ‘Christian soldier’ - one who submits to discipline, 
sets out to obey God truly, does not avoid the inevitable battle with all that is unjust, wrong and hateful in our 
world, and marches alongside others fighting the same noble cause.  

Discipline, obedience, courage, fellowship and loyalty - they’re not the most popular virtues today, but that 
doesn’t mean that they don’t deserve our admiration. 
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April   

01.04.21 
Maundy 
Thursday 

Exodus 12.1-4[5-10],11-14 
1 Corinthians 11.23-26 
John 13.1-17,31b-35 

02.04.21 Good Friday 
Isaiah 52.13-end of 53 
Hebrews 10.16-25 or Hebrews 4.14-6, 5.7-9 
John 18.1-end of 19 

03.04.21 Easter Eve 
Job 14.1-14 or Lamentations 3.1-9,19-24 
1 Peter 4.1-8 
Matthew 27.57-end or John 19.38-end 

04.04.21 Easter Day 
Acts 10.34-43 or Isaiah 25.6-9 
1 Corinthians 15.1-11 or Acts 10.34-43 
John 20.1-18 

11.04.21 Easter 2 

[Exodus 14.10-end,15 20-21] 
Acts 4.32-35 
1 John1.1-2.2 
John 20.19-end 

18.04.21 Easter 3 

[Zephaniah 3.14-end] 
Acts 3.12-19 
1 John 3.1-7 
Luke 24.36b-48 

25.4.21 Easter 4 

[Genesis 7.1-5,11-18 8.6-18 9.8-13] 
Acts 4.5-12 
1 John 3.16-end 
John 10.11-18 

May   

01.05.21 Philip & James 
Isaiah 30.15-21 
Ephesians 1.3-10 
John 14.1-14 

Walking and talking 

During the pandemic, I have enjoyed walking. In 
many ways, getting out daily for a good walk has not 
only helped me physically, but also bolstered my 
mental well-being. Often, I have arranged to walk 
with a friend, and we have enjoyed good 
conversation and fellowship. 

Today I was walking alone, and I noticed it seemed 
further and to take longer. When you are walking 
and talking, you hardly notice the distance or the 
time. I am not usually able to think much when I am 
walking alone, but today the reminder came into my 
head of a saying: ‘If you want to go fast, go alone. If 
you want to go far, go together.'  

It made me thankful for all the friends who have 
encouraged me this year and helped me to keep 
going. We can walk alone, and sometimes that's a 
good thing; but it is easier to be able to walk through 
life with others.  

Who has walked with you this year? Do they know 
that you appreciate their companionship on the 
journey? 

Revd Tony Horsfall of Charis Training.   
More details at: www. Charistraining.co.uk.  
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------At Your Service------ 

------Please Support our Advertisers------ 
 

 

 

 Phone No  Cirencester (01285) unless stated otherwise   M: = Mobile 

Accountants Wenn Townsend, Gosditch House, Cirencester 659778 

Builder B. R. Gardner, Church Farm Barns, Poole Keynes 770649 

Curtains, Blinds  

and Cushions  

Harris and Rose Interiors, Ashton Road, Leigh 

 www.harrisandrose.co.uk 

Sophie@harrisandrose.co.uk 

Dentist, Dental Clinic Richard Elsey BDS MSc FDS RCS - Elsey and Elsey, 7 Sudeley Drive, South Cerney 860712 

Electrical Contractors D. L. Hayward Electrical Ltd. 15 Station Road, Kemble M: 077 7392 6747 

 770770 

Firewood (Barn-dried) Christopher Hiscock, Church Farm, Poole Keynes 770271 

Funeral Directors A. Slade and Son, 35 Dyer Street, Cirencester Day/Night   656336 

General Building Robert Harris, 44 Clayfurlong Road, Kemble M: 079 7010 7816 

Oil & Gas, Plumbing & 

Heating, Aga, etc 

D. W. Dunn Ltd, Unit 3, Purlieus Barn, Ewen, Cirencester, Glos  

                                                             enquiries@dwdunn.co.uk 

771001 

Opticians and Contact 

Lens Practitioners 

R. J. Holmes (Opticians) Ltd, 6, Castle Street, Cirencester 650136 

Orthodontist Maggie Elsey BDS FDS RCPS. M’DENT SC(orth) M’orth RCS- Specialist 

Orthodontist  Elsey and Elsey Dental Clinic, 7 Sudeley Drive, South Cerney 

860712 

Osteopath (including 

Cranial osteopathy) 

Jolyon Livingston DO.MSCC Registered Osteopath, Cricklade 

   Osteopathic Health Practice, 12 High Street, Cricklade. www.osteojo.co.uk 

 

01793 750504 

Physio and Pilates 

Instructor 

Nicky Travlos, Physiotherapist (MCSP, HCPC), APPI Pilates Instructor M:07956 629147 

771400 

Post Office, Newsagent 

& Village Stores 

K Chudasama, Kemble Stores, Windmill Road, Kemble 770201 

Printers/Stationers Swiftprint, Silver Street, Cirencester 655925 

Security Alarms C.I.A, Fire and Security Ltd Cirencester based Family-run NSI GOLD Approved 

Installer of Alarms CCTV, Fire, Keyholding and Gate Automation. 

www.ciafireandsecurity.co.uk 

651025 

Water softeners, 

drinking water filters 

& salt 

Gloucestershire Softeners, Unit 3 Purlieus Barn, Ewen, Cirencester GL7 6BY 

www.gloucestershire-softeners.co.uk 

770002 

 

 

 

 

Other useful numbers  

Cirencester Hospital 0300 421 6200 Cotswold Water Park Trust  01793 752413 

District Councillor, Tony Berry 770220 MP Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 020 7219 5147 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 Action Fraud 0300 123 2040 

Anti-terrorist Hotline 0800 789-321 NSPCC Helpline 0808 800 5000 

British Transport Police 0800 40 50 40 Childline 0800 1111 

Victim support line 0845 2050 900 Emergency 999 or 112 

Victim Support 00808 281 0112 Samaritans 116123 (free) 

Gloucestershire 0808 168 9111 Police Non Emergency 101 or 01452 726920 

Victim information service 0808 168 9293   

 
To contact Parish News please email: Parishnewsthb@gmail.com 

 

 

For information on services and access to online services see the Benefice website: www.thamesheadchurches.org.uk 
 

To advertise on the back page, please contact Tony Ferris on tonyferris@btinternet.com 


